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Introduction

By Alexander Cockburn

first met Frank at a Labor Notex convention i Detroit,

mentioned 0 him that family business was bringing me
out 10 Californsa”s Cestral Coast aad would he have any sdeas
about where | might live.

Hedid. The Adobe Motel in Aptos, sosoe Two hundeed yands
from the Pacific, was a place that clearly had seon bester duys
and, 3 [ withessod over the next couple of years, had worse days
abead. But Frank™s padgment was right, I've always had a tasie
foe slightly rom-down motels and m wpwardlly mobile Aptos the
Adobe exsended & reassurieg hand from the pest.

Apoos lies in the upper arc of the greal curve of Monterey
Bay. Towrs west is Santa Cruz, a few males up Highway ). Over
the mountains strefches e silscon economy of Santa Clara
Valley. Look south, and thero in the distance at the end of the
Jower arc of the bay is the sithovettie of Moalerey and an
indestry Joog pone, Cannery Row. Nearer af hand, some
fificen miles 1o the cast, is the lanmm wown of Watsoaville, home
10 Frank and famaly these twenty years,

A few years back a Freach isteliectual, Bavdnlland by
nasne, drove across Ibe Usined States, spoke 10 no one and,
having thus rapidly and silemtly traversed the comtinest,



temed cet a book called America, which enjoyed consider-
able seccess.

Gomng about the country, deiving indo a new town, check-
ing out the scene, 1 ofica think of Bandrillard carecsing
through landscapes that only time and s expen geide can help
mwmmmmmuuyuorm
expatriste Gerorude Sicin about Oskland, “When you get
there, these's no there there.” Of course Oakland is there,
visible or unintcresting ondy 1o thase for whom America can
be shrunk to a handful of cities gestoclly advertised as being
o0 the beaten track,

Ofien Amencan iniellectuals slide sto 3 salive version of
the same snobbery, believing that thisking, writing oc political
wark can oaly be conducied in a handfid of metropolitan or
campus habitats,

What would a Baudrillaed or kindred transiemt make of
Watsonville, maybe pulling off Highway |, looking for 2 gas
$10p, heading cast om Awrport Boulevard, past Hector's, down
Freedoom Boulevard, along Main, out throwgh some brocooli
fickds a the south end of 10wn and then without funther ado
back on | winh Castroville, artichoke heart of the world, neas
up on the rowte map.

The glazed tourist’s ¢ye might, cven ot a spoed never
droppeag below 30 mph, pick out a few of the insignia of local
drama: a church without & steeple, some of the south end of
Main missing altogether. Watsonville got hit peetty bad im the
carthguake of 1989,

But even at a walking pace it's hand 1o decipher the main
strects amd shde alleys wichout detour and patient mvestiga
tion. Take those saug-Jookimg, single-story Maybeck houses.
How many familics are crammed in them? Two? Theee?
More? And the broccoli cutters, a raggedy line of figures i the
middie distance. You can't icll anythiag about them at that

range. unless through (Beir old cars, sometimes their homes,
parked nearer ot hand. How much are they making? Where
arc they from?

In the picces in this book Frank gives the answers, same
way they should be given for cvery tows in America but
simost never are. It's not casy %o be a truthful, therefore
radical reporier sbout the significant affairs of a lown
where — 10 use one of Frank™s favocite images from [van
Hisch — you can see the smrrounding fickds from (he church
steeple. The man you ¢riticized in harsh serms yesterday is
the man you mect oo Main Street tomormow,

You have to know what you're talking about. A reporier
cam make 3 mess of the street mames in Mogadishu and be
safe enough from rebuke. Err oo a name, an event, a deal,
a saga is Watsonville and your critics are oulside the door
or sex! in line at the post office.

That's why most bocal joursalesm is so unselfconsciously
deadly, or if self-conscious, so sentimental in the masaer of
Garrisom Keillor, 1t"s also why, when you read Frank or ihe
Anderson Valley Advertiser, put out by Brece Anderson two
hundreds males farther north in Mendocsno County, you can
understand the explosive political poteatial of robust de-
scription and asalysis of Jocality. lt's America’s great lack.

Frask has a funny passage in his Autobiographical Note
s (he end of this collection where he describes how Ef
Andar — which published most of these picoes — was the
elghth alternative publication he’s worked with, starting
with The Wooden Shoe in 1962 in Berkeley with Marvin
Garson, on w0 Koo and Branch with Rulth Markovaz,
Robert Scheer and Mawrice Zeitlin and theace by a zigzag
roune 10 El Obrero in Sakinas, “mo obscure titles now; we
were straightforwandly proletarian revolutionasies. This
moathly tabloid Listed two sexsons until our five-membes

"



collective split in three dilferent dircctions and 1 landed
feet down in the fmendly coafines of Watsonville ™

50, across the mext tweaty years, e got 80 know the place,
Just as he would have potien %0 know Siockion, which was
another loag-term settiemcnt Frank once sold me he and his
wife Julic Miller considered back in the caely 19705, If things
had gome another way, we'd sow ksow moch more about
Stockmon.

As il i, Frank leamed bow Watsoaville works aad how the
farm land works and how the two evolve, acconding to the
motons of the workd economy. This is no book of closed
horteons. Al the other end of Main Street is Michoacén, whence
o masvy of the workess came; is Ieapusto whithor so many of the
jobs finally weat, is London where some of the momensous
recent docinions in the history of Watsooville were made,

Frank lcarned these things and he explains them to us: the
local in terms of the global and vice versa. “Urban roncwal™?
Try Frank's accoust of what happened to the 200 block on
Main. or how the city planners saw their chance after the
carthquake of '89. Libernlism? Read about the blue horons.
[ntereationsl capital? Follow the struggles of the Green Giam
workers,

Back in the 19305 the Federsl Writers” Progect of the WPA
produced the fast attempt at 3 detailed gunde 0 America. The
volames vary, Eves though the guides were in part written by
radicals in the depths of the Depression, class politics were
entirely suppeessed. I the Calforsa volume, you ¢an find
amusing catnes for Aptos, aad for Watsomville, und for the
Pagaro Valley, the river of the bird so samed, the guide says,
“because they (the Pomola expedition) found on its hanks &
greal cagle stuffod with straw by the Indians.. o is 2 vast
swoep of apple orchasds... Watsonville's Plaza i the center
of town was the scenc of bull and bear fights and horse

races were heldd in ks main street in the days when the
townsanen spent their Suadays — after dutiful miendance
at carly mass - gambling, dmcing. and racwng.”™

That's about the best the zealoundy censored or self-
censoring WPA writers could do, never nising above the level
of the ancodotal. Imagine paides 10 American states writen by
poople like Frank! A guide that todd wurists gliding down
Highway | who owns those fiebds, who the workers are and
what happened 10 their union, teir town, their lves. A gaide

With such a guide i hand those visstors could decode
Main Streel, understand why no low income housiag got
buil along Route 129, visil the Madoana of the cak grove
and know ils ongins back in Indian time.

A sense of lime, Nothang stands still in Frank's Watson-
ville. The fingers of the world economy shape ssd reshape its
destinics. The 1own's polar attraction shifis from the south-
ward pull of Salinss, (o the valley of silscon an hour’s drive
north. One of Frank”s contral hemes here is the movement
of history, the fatefud swerves of palitcal economy,

“Imporcted waser, argues Ivan lich im his book H0 and
the Waters of Forgetfulnesy, converned Rome from acity to
an Empire_..The Empire was built and 1he city was lost.
Imported water will st transform Watsonville isto an
Empire. But it will felly integrase us into the Hydraulic
Empire of the American West. And it will destroy the
Pajaro Valley as a place.”

Thus does Frank take us from Rome to Walsoaville, ia
a marvelous swoop of political ecology. Let this be the one
that instructs the other gwides 1hat hopefully will follow.
There cam be 0o better model

Petrolia, California, August, 1993



Preface

Putting Watsonville on the Map

found my favonse map of Watsonville in a listle book, La

Case Dividida, abost Gomez Fafas, Michoacdn, In the
maddie 1980, the author, Gustavo Lopez Castro, counted a
grand total of 448 exiended families in Gomez, moce thaa 80
percent of whom regularly sead smgrants 10 the United States,
mosd of them coming o Watsonville, This migration started
with mule drivers in the | 9th contury, picked up speed with the
Mexican Revolation, sad became the standssd way of life foe
bos Gomefox aficr Workd War I1 as whole familics started o
move back and forth across, what for them bad become, o
sooncwhat fictisoes border.

The mag, in the back of the book, is a simple drawing of
moee than 1,500 miles of California and Mexican coast line,
with black dots positioning the six important cities in the lives
of the people of Ghmez Farias: from sonth 10 north, Ghmez
Farfas, Guadalajara, Tijuana, Los Aageles, Watsonville, San
Francisco. It is a map for a Watsoaville chawvinest, of which
I am cee of the worst, placing our sown of 30,000 souls in
Proper perspective.

An carlier map helped rocran me %o Watsoaville. 1 found
itin 1971, the year 1left Berkeley, when [ was living in Salinas.




I was with Julse a Noeth Salings High where she waned
look over some books for yousg children s what publishéng
companics call a “Teachers” Fair.™ Wandering through the
stalls, | came across a senies of color averlays which showed
where Califomia's fresh froits and vegetables are grown,
Wmikm:iﬂhhbigkmﬂlmmh«
mmm-,smsyu—mw;smmmm.
ings of strawberries, apples, blackberries, lettuce, and eclery
appeared over the name of what | thea knew %0 be caly a
mmm l’::m‘nannoae sea.

map 1 hedped make myself. | cot o,
together, and pasied oa postor board three sections ‘::i::
Army Corp of Engincers” Transverse Mescator Projection of
the Western United Stases. 1t is & three-dimensional map with
the verucal seale half the horzontal scale (the sarface of the
carnh is ecally quite flat, snd caly by exaggerating heights can
a map give some sense of what dalls and mountains book like
0 buman beings). [ put it together so that it extends from
Madera i the San Joaguin Valley in the cast, to 100 peiles into
e Pacfic Occan in the west; and from San Ardo, 75 miles
down the Salasas Valley 10 the southeast, up 1o the Sam Rafael-
Richmond bridge across Sam Francisco Bay, 100 miles north-
meﬁ&uinwmtilumm!)Whm
Pajaro Valley, enclosed on two sides by the southem tip of the
Sam.a(ht mouniains, on a third side by the beginning of the
Gabilan range, with the fourth ade facing 1he Pacific,
. The map tells a chilling story, Rumsang parallel to the
Salinas Valley is the Santa Clara Valley, a half hour doive over
the hills from Watsomville. On the map listle grees dots were
wsed to repeesent orchaeds, and the Sasta Clara Valley in 1967
is sl green dots, from Gilroy so Morgan Hill to San Jose. Inthe
ziya.nﬁnm..tbeachtthmdlmmdnum
book is about is sy attempt, ogether with other people, %o

Preface. Puming Watsoaville ca the Mag

wu«twhnnnhuo(mclmkmdmlnﬂnhjuo
Valley. And to build the political power nocessary 1o make oar
muupo(ﬂnl\\’mvile-';hlmtliheﬁ)tmm
But this is mot & geography book. It is a book abowt
politics—and Watsonville's polatical hastory i scarly as nch
as it top soil. Since the 1930s, Watsoaville workers (Filipl-
swos, Mexicans, Anghos) have boen the milisant core of several
farmrworker movements. The 1934 and 36 strikes in Watson-
ville and Salisas—involviag an uneasy, and cventually, be-
trayed alliance between Filipinos in the felds and Anghos =
the Jettuce sheds—were among the larpest strikes in Califoe-
mia agricultural history. Some thirty years latcr, 3 Watsoaville
wildcat of Mexican wockers sparked the victocious 1970
Upited Farmworkers Usion (UFW) sirike n the Salinas
Vallcy, and even in a period of decline the UFW femains
stronger im Watsoaville and Salinss than anywbere else.
Watsomville bad such o reputation 3s & fighting, worksng
Class town that Soba Secinbeck set his Depressaoa-¢ra mocalsty
tale, e Dubioss Buirfe, heve in the Pagaro Valley. althosgh in
an affront %0 topography be changed our name and moved us
aoummmv.m‘mm-umwwrm
food workers lived up to that militant repulation just 3 few
years ago whoen they fought local bosses o a standstill in an 18-
moath strike im which no strikers crossed the picket line,
Aywanadm:uikccm—lthinko(uanm.&c
workers saved theis unlon contract, but sccepiod a wage cut-—
Watsonville was again on the national political map. In July,
1988, the 9th .S, Circuit Comnt of Appeals in Sas Fraacisco
decided that a recent United States Supeeme Court decision
rogered the City of Watsonvilie to change from at-large o
district elections. The suit had boen filod by the Mexican
American Legal Defease Fund, which picked Watsomville s
a1 case hecause the kack of Mexicam- American represcala-



tions in city politics had been so cutesgeoes. Watsoaville, 2
binational, bicultueal town since ihe smassive enigration of
Mexicans in the 1960s, had electod, im all its history, but cee
Mexican-American 10 its ¢ity council.
uwmmnuwakmmumedmd«m
prosasing Mexican Watsoaville SOMO Feprescnlation in city
poliﬁcsmulk;-wmnglkmyscollaw in this book,
lduntoflhcuucmwdluﬁemumwmuﬂmnia&e
st of particular political campaigns. 1 meant them 10 be not
only a map of the territory, bt an informal guide 1o political
action, 1 have the same immodest hope for this book: that it
will belp people (hink about what they should do.
(Janary, 1994)

Labor




Asnita Coatreras leading froven food werkers' manch (Mo vr

o

Our Lady of the Live Oak

“In some parts of Mexico, the Virgin of Guadalape is
still addressed by ber lndian name.” — Ema Campbell,
The Virpin of Guodalupe and the Female Self Image

Jo use that name, Tooantzin, right here i Watsonville,

wlbytlcsacmdoaklm.sm;vohblyamﬁcdmcbudu

by the light of the moon. Brought by a coyole no doult. Not

the kind you pay, but the one, who akeg with Eagle, arealod

Pinso Lake and the whole rest of the world. It must have been
a testy night. The Virgin and the Coyote.

Miracles happen whea people necd them, sometsnes.
Nocessity does not bave an coly child, she is the mother of all
kinds of creatures, Always,

In 1531, ten years after Corez, his solkers and his Indian
allics destroyed Tenochitken, Be ariginal poople of what is now
Mexiconceded & miracie. Thoar city had beem razod, high priests
wetared and killed, their semples systematically destroyed.
M-mdyinginuxbmeuuMw&m-
ptubwc.mpmmdmmion ~—that in the space of
B)mmrnxwo(c\mﬁwmldbedud.

A young Franciscan poest, soom 10 become the Fird
Archbishop of New Spain, Mean de Zomarraga, also needed
miracle. Cortez's homicidal scarch for treasure Was sance
timdbytheCmo(coum.bmimnMyolhisnﬁ»im
coatinved unchecked. there wouldn't be sy souls left for the




Church 1o save, not 10 mention hands sed backs 10 work the
Felds and mises. Zumarraga sided with those withis the
church who argued that the ladians bod souls asd were
capable of salvation. Their opponcats, civil suthorities in New
Spda-dhigh«cl&miqlomchhhekin&m.nno-
tained that the Indizss wore not as fully buman as the Ewo-
pean genre de razdm, and were destined 1o be slaves. The
debate would rage for more than fifty years.

huooemmwlnunpwnndemmop.
Guadalupe appeared. This was guite a stroke of luock — a5 a
mmmumm»mm
llcvisionsnunhmﬁcmiruie.hlulovdym.udm
harve told it before me. but nooe as well as the Indisn Astonio
Valerano, who wrote the fiest acoount in his nagive Nahuatl in
1533, yost two years after the miracle.

As Valeriano tells it, Juan Dicgo, a recently baptized
lndlmwawdkingoouhilloﬂcmtwbenwupc
first materialized.

“He beand...a sweet and beautifed singing which sounded
10 him like 2 multitude of different birds singing together
softly and in harmony, singing back and forth in chorus s a
-ood«fﬂmm.w!methoamw-hmmi-
fied by the high mountain risiag shove the lietle Mll.._In the
Mt of that brightness he saw a most beausifd Lady. bher
gaments were shining so brightly that siriking the rough
boulders rising above the Mllop, it made them seem like
carved transparen! precious soncs.

She called berself the Virgin Mary, Mother of God. and
told Jean Dsego 10 go 1o the Beshop and tell him 10 build ber
a church on the hill of Tepeyac. But, s0 the story goos,
Zumaraga was suspicious of Juan Diego sad his vision. Our
"pooe and humble™ Indian retunsed to the hill a second time.
He 10ld the Virgin to sead someone more impoetsss (0 1ok 1o

2

Owe Lady of the Live Ouk

unsmmwwmdm@m
that she had purposefully picked coe like bim for this messon,
seot him back %0 try again.
wmgwdabhmwuﬁllanﬂdmmwlmmp
10 returs with some proof that the Virgis had appeared to him.
lmmpmwbpmkiowwwnhmh
nmm.mhuidwsmnephawhm_kumh
vision. Bt as fortune would have &, Joan Diego’s uncie fell
nwmww»wmmmmmw
mmmu.wmmﬂnﬁcprmMum
the Virgin asked him %0 pick some roses in 3 spot whese
mwymwmﬂnmw.ﬂmw”mmm
the Indian"s cloak, and todd him %o take them 1o the Bishop,
wm:-noicgomwucm.ommm
roses, the image of the Virgis was stamped upon i, Zssnarraga
and Juan Dicgo bhad their mirache. o
But ilouzl quile that casy. Zumarraga's encmies in the
Mmqﬁcthpoimwthu?mmﬁcml@
belonged 10 the Anec Muhy ;nddcu.'rm
mdﬁcychimdmumwwln&mm
only presending (o worshap the Virgim so that they could
conlinue 1o sing and dance 10 their old goddess. A second
doctrinal mmin&wswn.uihdn)aw.m:
village priests prosoting Guadalupe/Tonantzin as a way
winning the Indians to Christissity (it also helped that if you
dida"t convert, you might be throws in the nearest volcano)
and the older, higher Church hicrarchy denouncing her as a
ol
p‘:uthcw-clewathgcdeclwlmion.anwddk}r&c
mummmw-wm
-huuuwbtmunwpwmof)ham
Ewnunu..mwumuy@u!ea(mmm
10 be *Patroness sad Protector of New Spain.



~ And so she rersains today, especially is Mexico, where
Hidalgo made her part of his famous grito (“Long Live the
Virgin of Guadalupe and Down with the Government!™),
Zapata's troops caeried ber image into battle, and the sbape of
her famous mangl can be seen om everything from paiguerias
(the sectar of the Maguey s believed by many to be the milk
[rom hor breast) to eradie-boands, Kleenex boxes, and even %o
that part of Mexico %0 close to home, a live oak troe, Owercus
agrifodia, s Pisto Lake County Park, just cutside Watsoaville,

The famous shape of Geadalupe's mantle appears about
tweaty feet up om 3 main branch of a middle-aged coast live
osk. She is the dark wood (as befits one of the world's most
MMHM}MMWBWWU
lighter bark that surrounds ber. The play of dark ssd light bark
creaies desagns all over the tree, masy of them not unlike the
semi-official image, but this dethers the pilgrims sot o all, Ix
1s the catire tree thet's holy,

On & recent Saturday morning, [ joined a couple dozen
others — all Mexicans, mostly womes — at the foot of Our
Lady, guessing s the shapes. (Teas of thowsands have visited
since she first appeared on June 17, 1992.)

“Look there, cam't you see Her 7"

“Oh. now | see Her. Yes. Definitely.”

"And behind Her is the Cross.”

A man has picked up one of the Rarge mirrors from the
pacnic table in frome of the tree, snd is using it 8o reflect the ses
oo all the sacred spots, Also on the table is 2 msic book, a
dolibouse-sized manature church, and a petition (o the county
asking that this spot be peotected s a sacrod shrine.

“There are supposed to be litthe angels om this besach, but
1 dom’t s themn ™

Osr Lady of B¢ Live Osk

“Last week someone saw the face of Jesus over there.”

“Yos, yos, | can make it oul? But the coown is not complete.”

It &s & warm fall moming, No fog. From our spot at the
picnic table we overfook a small inlet of the lake, where
Amenican coots, mallards and red-winged blackbards rsse —
well, not quite the sympboay (hat Juss Diego heard - but the
charps and sheicks of life. Across the inlet on the middle
pemimsula of the lake are clumps of cucalyptus, a few willows,
second-growth redwoods and a lovely broad leal maple.

But basically we are in ancak grove. The oak was the Tree
of Life to the Ohlone, under which they prayed, danced, and
sang just befoee the acorn harvest. The Calendanac, the Pajaro
Valley triblet of the Oblcae language growp, Barvesied acoens
by the shoves of Pinto Lake, sad s coast live caks live up 1o
00 years, they peobably worshipped under a tree whose acom
formed the very oak under which people worshap today.

Not that the Ohlooes have a monopoly on ook 16e wor-
ship. The name Druid means “knowers of the 0ak™ and, 2
mythologists Robert Graves and George Frazier pointed oot
long ago, oak groves have been sacred places (heoughout
Europe since before reconded history. Oaks are trees of the
gods, places of worship and sacrifice.,

Back o our sacred grove. A woesan with a Polarosd
camera 1 taking pectures of vanous parts of (he tree and then
closely mspocting the resulls.

“Look hege.” she shows me, “can you see the face of the
sacrod dog ™

She kisses the picture snd adds it 10 the stack on the picnic
tablk.

The fence, built by the park atsendanis to progect the tree
from its devotoes, is covered with tokens, as is the base of the
wee itself. Rosanies, meckiics, photos of loved coos, driverns”



licenses, student dentification cards, green cards. a picture of
Joe Momtana, ribboss, Mexican Nags, a dried car of com,
notes 1 Our Lady, and Rowers, bundreds of flowers both real
and plastic, all together make the shrine.

Two prayers canch sy attention, Both arc in Spanish. One
Is writien k= sk, 00 a fading piece of paper.

"1 pray %0 you for the health of my father's head, my
mother’s hand, aad 5o be coved of my discase that caly you
know aboue ™

The other, professionally dose on a plastic cand, is about

At mid-moming. Anita Contreras Mendaza artives. Thero is
@ stir i the small crowd, foe it is Asita who first saw Our Lady
of the Live Oxk appear out of 2 cold wind, ensconced in a sea
shell, dressed not in the splendid jewels seen by Juas Dicgo,
but in the ordinary cloches of a farmworker, She was like "
campesing valiente,” Anfta sy

| Bave known Anita for a long time. She and ber sister,
Esperanza, were two of the most important raak-and-file
leaders of the 1985 cannery workers' strike, It was the strength
and smernal solidarity of the Mexcan women strikers, Mke
Anita and Esperanza, which cnabled the Teamsterns 10 survive
Watsomville Canning's attempt 1o bust the kocal union.

During the strike Anita”s fasth helped keep her strong. At
one crucial meeting when the stnkers decidad 1O Contitme
their streggle despite the odyoctions of e Teamater Inlorna-
tonal, Local 912, sad their own strike commitiee, Anita and
Esperanza Jed the way.

Ovr Lady of e Live Osk

“To stop now would bo giving up,” Anita said, “as long as
God is ia his Heaven, [ will nover give up”

Three days ke, just before she lead the procession on her
knees to St Patrick's Church, which was the symbaolic end of
the vicsorious wildcat that concluded the 18.moath strike, she
said 10 the press,

*1 norw go down on fy knees before God, but 1 go oo my
knoes before no man.”

Anita has been just as strong about the social and politcal
neaning of her vision. The apparition remains on the tree she
says, “so people doa’t kill, don™t hit their wives, don't abuse
thedr children, and to belp them find the treth.™

Aﬂalmgulluwnd.Anluladnhlf-bchilﬂo(me
rosary. The recitation of prayers includes the singing and
rhythmic clapping of a small chorus of women. The words of
the peayer ace mournfial, but the music is wpbeal. Theoughout
the recitation, Our Lady literally shines, as the pooples’
mirrors reflect the sun's light oato the dark bark that repre-
sents her form,

[ am podicss, an sheist 1o the very depths of my shallow soul,
But in the Year of Our Loed, 1992, it would seem that we have
WmunuprM'sm.lth
of the death of God (he merely recognized it, he said, he didn’t
cause i) was meant %0 dare poople 1o constrect our OWs
moralities and then try o live by them, without the ald of an
extemal, otherworldly authorty. Today you would be haed
punrwmnawbuwmmmw
the bottom line decide the difference between right and
mmmfailuno(mewchlmmwhuody
made mamers worse. When you talk morality today, you cad
wp sounding like a peeacher.



This failure of seculsr morality 1s the philosopbical basis

of the deology of liberation that has swept through Latin
Amenics in the kst thirty years. (s material basis was the
mmdmnmnpouwwmm
driving the poor into the Chierch &3 (he only place they could
legally organize.) But in order for the liberation theadogists 1o
make the Catholic Church an activist agent of social change,
they bad o rewrite some basic Catholic doctrime.
' The Hebrew intcllectoals and Greek snathessaticians who
invented the solitary God placed him high i the sky, away
from the world, where oventually he became an abstract
principle (the solutson 10 certain philosophical riddles) ruther
than a perscoality. The Christiaas hrought God back down to
carth. Deities (Jesas himself, the Saints, the multiplying
Madosaas) once again walked among us in this world. At the
same time, however, ina mysterious contradction, Cheistian-
ity changed God's promise from the worldly, carth-bound
goad of Niberation and justice, 10 the private, otherworkdly goal
of personal salvation. The Christians beought God closer, but
placed his promuse forther away.

The idea of everlaing life, what Nictzsche called, "the
mast contemptible of &l unreakizable promuses, the unpudent
doctrine of person immortality,” does not appear in the OM
Testament. The Jews believed that when you are dead, you're
dead. God did sot grant univenal salvation; rather he deliv-
ered a particular people from slavery. Christ's main deviation
from Jewish canon was his pledge of life after death, that the
wleimate reliel from buman seffering was not bere in this
workd, but im the mext.

This presented guine a doctrinal peoblem for those Latin
American prests whose comsstment (10 the poor compelled
them 10 political actiom. They solved the puzzle by reinterpees-
ing two of the basic deas of Catholicism: sin sad salvation,

Owr Ladly of the Lave Ouk

Sin was redefined to be societal as well as personal, bt was
not primarily & cossequence of flawod human sature, but of
cerain specific social relations. An unjust society, the actusl
sitgalion of contemporary Latin America, was understood as
being sinful. And, perhags even more importastly, salvation
sow meant a people’s liberatson from injustice. Catholic
salvation had always been (with a fow excepoons) mdinidual,
privage, umiversal, and otherworkdly. Liberation theologists
made salvation colloctive, pebdic, histocical, and very much of
this woeld, Tursing Catholicismn on 1t bead, they argued that
the goal of religious practice was 1o bring the Kisgdon of God
10 this weeld.

All very metaphysical $o be suee, but metaphysics mixed
with the very smalerial seruggles of the peoples of Latin
America. What a historical surprise that oeganirees in the
shvens of Brazil, sevolutionarics in Nicaragua, guerrillas in E
Salvador, activists in Mexico City, argue sot 50 much aboot
Marxist “stages of developenent,” but rather about (he mcan-
ing of the Gospel.

Just how seriously do poople take these ideas? In 1982, 3
Guaemalan Protestant Minister, Mario Camilo Ortiz, was
seresied aloag with some 40 others ca suspacion of beng 2
guerrilla sympeshizer. Afierwasds, Camllo Oniz reporied =
the magazine Polémica that during the imcrrogationfortare,
one of the questions thrown a1 the priscaons was this: Is Christ
a Savior or a Liberator? The wrong aaswer carned you a blow
to the head,

Perhaps Our Lady of the Live Oak is both Sxvice and
Liberatoe, She fortifies poople like Asica who fight for justice;
she defivers God's mescy 1o the yoweg lady who suffors a
secret disease, Here in Watsonville, with oue relatively low
Jeved of struggle compared to the pagles of Guatcamala, we
cam still have & both ways.



We have had our shase of local fights, however, and many of
these struggles have been foaght i religious as well as secular
language. Also, in the lasx decade, there have boen mamy
sicepts by Jow-level church authocitios in Monterey and
Santa Cruz counties to set up Jocal comsridade s de base —the
bassc oeganizatonal unit of Liberaton Theology m Latin
America, But these small proups of lay Catholic believors
using the Gospel as a guide to poltical action have not taken
hold in the Pajaro Valley. Instead we Bave a few socially
actyve nass and sermanarians working logether with individwal
behicvers, immonsed in our local culbere of Mexican folk peety.
Will the border crossing of Guadalape/Tonantzes help those
who again are tryseg (0 establish a Jocal Catholic-based
commwnity orgamezation? Or is she a diversion, religious
consolation for some and a sudeshow for others? God only
knorws.

(December, 1992)
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Adids, West Coast Shorty

As | walk down Prospect Street 10 Lulu’s 1o get my
moening paper, occasionally | see Minch Resctar, Misch
is one of Watscaville's serious walkeres: well over six feet tall,
he leans forward from the waist, vigorously pumps his ams,
sad sandes out at a spoed 30 rival some of our best Sunday
jogpers. Head down, salf-absorbed, he walks the stroets talk-
ng 0 himsell

Oace | stoppod him, wishing, | suppose, tobe a part of that
conversation. 1t was haed to Nag him down. [ had to yell, “bey
Misch™ several tmes, but when he finally stopped and turned,
he scemod neither aanoyed nor in a hurry, and he gave our
small encounter his fall attention.

He sskad me where | was working sow, and how | biked i1,
and then, moch 1o sy surpeise, he aked aficr my wise mnd oldest
daughser, by nawe, | sskod about his walking asd his headdh, and
we were done. Neither one of us mestionad the time, some 16
years ago, when we s800d in coc of his ketiuce liekds, chest 0
chest bke hascball manager and umpire, scoeaming insulls w1
cach other, daging the other man o be the first to strike a blow,

Oh. 1o be inside Mitch's head as he walks the sareets of
Watsonville. Mitch's grasdiaher, Make, arived in San Fran
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cisco from Cilipe, near Dubsovnik, Croatia, in 1901, at the
very bogmaing of thes God-awful contary, Hie worked at what
he could find, sad then, the story goes, he made his way down
10 Watsonville where he camed some moncy picking apples.
Not a fruit tramp foe long, be quickly figured out that in San
Francksco he could sell Watsonville apples for a Jot more
moacy han he was being padd 1o pick them. Acconding to the
family myth, he used his meager savings to buy the right to
barvest one tree, and then a second and a thind, until he and his
two broghers had built a Pajaro Valley empize. By soad-century
their holdings incloded West Coast Faems, the Resetar Hotel,
and Watsonville Exchange, all of which made the Resetar
Family the larpest employer in Santa Cruz Cosnty,

Add the stonies of the other Slavosian families (Scurich,
Franich, Letunich, Paviovitch, it's a Joag list), theow i 3
couple of Ttalians (Crosesti and Console), 3nd you have the
history of Watsonville's ruling clsss from the 19205 10 the
1960s. They all lived is town — the Yugoslavs modestly,
boding their weakth, the lialians flaunting it cutrageously —
and they built and cared for Jocal government and schools,
shaping the comaunity 1o meet INGir own imterests.

Although stall pecsent, these famulies no loager rule. The
poople who now make the fundamental decisions that shape
our comumeasty no kaeger live in town, They issue thewr
commands fromn plush offices on the top floors of massive
buildings made of steel and timed glass, in ciies like Los
Angeles, Chicago, and Londoa. Their names and faces are
unrecognired on our strects: David Murdock, Kenncth
Douglas, Stanley Grimstcad. They head glant conporations—
Castlo & Cooke, Dean Foods, and Grand Metropolitan—that
will sty here as loag & i is profitable, and will leave when
they can make more money someplace else.

4

Adids, West Coast Shorty

1 don't mean 1o romanticize the old, down home naders,
mdlhcpmtngoﬂhtoum.mmwmdl
were screaming i each other, the issue was the continoed use
of that back-breaking 1001, West Coast shorty, el cormito, the

| was working for Mitch at West Coast Farms, thinning
um-mm‘mww.mmqm
whmmmmmmwdmwmm
2 law making the short-handled boe Hiegal. One morming,
afier telling disbelieving workers about the law, | asked the
foeesman 10 bring ws the kegally required koeg-handled boes.
e answered that, as usual, 1 wis full of shit, and that it would
be impossible 1o thin lettoce with a Jong-handled boe. But afier
a few days of my incessant harping om the sulvect, and afier
some friends of mine distributed a Jeaflet theoughout the
Pajaro and Salinas Valleys publicizing the new law, we got
some sction.

As work wis about to begin 0ne moening in a sunken field
off San Juan Road, and aftcr the foreman opesed the
ocqammundaﬂnhuwmmcywumw
wu.alughetwi:mwmupnaymhvdin-ptkupmk.
wilh a half dozen long-handied hoes in the bed. It was
carefully explaimed 1o us that we had (he option to use 3 long-
handled hoe if we likod, but whoever used one must not fall
behind the rest of the crow, .

As if on cue, some of the uvmnpkkdupthcufa_bon-
hasdled boes and raced 10 the fiekd. 1 unged others 10 jomn me
nninuhcothunodd.htuoomdld.llmkdmrmﬂms

inthe trock bed. The somiest looking bunch of sools T have ever
seen in my life, they looked like rejects from the fool section
of B local Goodwill: twoken handlcs, rusted sieel, chapped
blades. 1 picked up the best one 1 could find and started out.
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| was a slow worker syway—it ook me about foue
scasons i the fields %0 work up 10 average spoed-—and s0on
T'was far, far behind the rest of the crew. The focensan was on
By Case; according to bam, if 1 couldn't keep up with the others
leoﬁudlmwmddﬂi:millcultoﬁem‘or
using a long-hasdicd hoe, and that instead of harassing me, be
ought 1o get 5 hoo himmself and help me catch wp.

That aftemoon Mitch Resetar armived. 1 did not know that
hwncdttcm.hlcouldwefmﬂnmthec‘u
workers witched him that he was an importast man, and | sooa
wmlpa:owt!mcwpmmhmyplm

Is whea our shouting match hegam. He screaming that
ﬂwh-gmuhoewuodym“miou.‘mdthulwto
keep up with the rest of the wockers; and | soreaming back thae
the short-handled hoe was illogal, and that nobody should be
wsang i1. The rest of the crow stopped and watched as we stood
i the middle of the fields yelling in cach other's face.

So.ﬂnoucnﬂetwunomtihing.mm-ww
1s perhaps the best symbol of s reign: wealth for the Jocal
M_mdenlheamo(dnmwiao“\m
generations of Filipino and Mexican farm workers.

But at least the bosses lived in lown. 2 town the best of
them cared about. And cccasionally some of hem could be
made 10 confront the comseqoences of their rule.

Fat chance we have to scoeam  Stanley Grimstead aboot
what be has done to Watsonville theough his decision 1o fire
400 Green Geant workers. Mr. Grimstead, CEO and chadrman
::M:‘oroum:biuopollmlimfun-ymlm

own transnational corporate imtnigee, fully
MMWW&:M.M&NMiMWﬁ’)
wrought by his corporate policies.
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Advds, Wess Coomt Shorty

There is ooe thing wrong with this argument. Although
distamt corporations now make Watsomville's crocial
production decisions, they Bave not bought our Jocal land.
Casthe & Cooke, corporate owners of Bud Antle, who now wse
the fickds which Milch Reserar’s defunct West Coast Farms
used to farm, own litthe kand in the Pajaro Valley. They choose
10 Jease it instead. This arrangement seems 10 fit the needs of
both the transnationals (who want to stay as mobile as possible)
md the local landlords, who now make thewr moocy from
progenty management, real estate specalation, sad reot

So our landlonds are still Jocal. A fow of them are pood,
decent people, but many of them can scandalous remts off of
living condstions almost impossible 10 believe. These
conditions are revealed 10 the general public only teough
satural or human disasters: eanthguakes or fices which show
people loving 13 10 a rooas, a couple dozen using a single toilet,

When 1 stop Mitch Resetar in the stroet 10 pass the time of
day. | suspect | make 2 sident call 10 these local landlords. 1
want to remind bimn — and his fellow Slavoaians — thal they
come from a tradition of sruggle unmatched in modom
Ewrope. For more than a thousand years, the hopelessly out-
numbered Croatians, Serbs, Macedonians, and Slovenians
have peotecied their caltares against some of the most powerful
empires the world has ever known: the Ottossan Empire from
the Southeast, the Awstrian-Hungasian Emgwre from the
Nomheast, the German Nazis and ltalian fascists from he
West and Northwest, and the Ressaan Empire from the Noeth,

Now, these peoples” second home, the Pajaro Valley, is
threatened by a New Empiee — the transnatiomal corporations
of the kate 20th cennury. Will our local Slavonians make a pact
with Mexican and working class Watsomville to similarky
peosect what is valuable in the small town culture of the Pajaro

"




Valliey? Wosnldn't the basis of thal pact be a commitment 10
justice for the Mexican farm workers who helped them make
their wealeh? Will they join us, for example, in 30 alliance 1o
convert the airport to low cost housing, as & fiest step in the
struggle for a bester life for the vast majority of the people of
the Pajaro Valley?

Right afer our shouting masch caded and Mitch Resetar left
the lettuce field ca San Juss Road, someone else ca the crew
picked up a2 loag-tandled hoo and started 1o use #t. Within 2
week all the available long-hamdied hoes were beang wsed, and
Ihe rest of the workers were agitating for mose. In two weeks
the company dad provided new long -handled hoes foreveryone.
1Hike 8o believe that Mitch was not 50 moch frightened by
the legal complications of the sstwation, as e was determined,
finally, 10 do the right thing.
(Auget, 1990)
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Maxican frocen vepoubles being ualoaded & Shae sebuidiary (Mt Jovr Fahey!
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THANKS, But No Thanks

s is a story of fraud. Big tene frand o our littke town.
In Apnd, 1986, Richard Shaw stanoed an organization
called THANKS (Together Helping Amercass Natlonwide
Kecp Strong), Its staed purpose was to “idontily and prosnoce
the purchase of all American-grows fanm products.”™ Shaw
began the campaign using bimself & the main weapon. He
travelled Ihe coumtry promoting the THANKS label and
waming consumcrs 1hat cheap, possibly comtamsinaed,
Mexscan agriculveral imports were ruining “our” farmers and
threalcning the sation's health. He prowdly proclaimed that
uader his diroction, starting in 1986, Shaw Frozen Foods
canceled all its forcign contracts and now bought only from
Amcrcan growers
Surcly, almost everyone in Watsoaville heaed thas lise. It
was widely covered i the local press and endorsed by nearly
every cegasizatson in town. The peoblem is that since its
inceptioa, the THANKS crusade has boen a lie. Shaw Frozen
Foods has bought and packed frozen Mexican hroccoli and
codlifMower feom 1986 until the plam was bought by Dean
Foods this year, sad Dean Foods continues 10 do the same.
In the winter of 1986, sbout séme moaths aficr Richard
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Shaw founded THANKS, I heard for the first time that the
Shaw plant was still packing Mexican vegetables. My old
friead, Joc Fabey, then a Teamster Local 912 busincss agest
and now the Local's President, 10ld me this. He said he had
been sald by many workers st Shaw that they had seen boxes
of frozen casliflower and broccoli marked “product of Mexico™
being dumrpod on the processing lines. He thea asked some
frozen-food employers in town who confiemed e sory,
saying that all local packers run Mexican products.

Bt Joo had no physical proof, he hadn’t soen the boxes
himself, and nobody was willing 10 “go public. ™ At that poist,
the story remained unsubstantisted rumor,

Several moaths later, Joe shot the two photographs o
page 20. He 100k them oo Juse |7, 1987, at Farmens” Cold
Seorage, a small frozen-food operation on the cad of Keamey
Street, which Richard Shaw and a few others bought afier the
frozen food strike ended. Farmers” Cold Storage operated as
2 moo-umion subsidiary of the Shaw plant and Joe was over
there talking 10 a couple of Shaw mechasscs who had boen sent
from the main plant 10 woek om some equipment.

While be was there be saw a trailer of 30-pound boxes of
cauliflower clearly marked “prodact of Mexico™ being dumped
by 2 small crow into unmarked 10t bins, which were then
being boaded onio & Shaw Matbed truck. Joe secognized this
Aathed as the one that regularly runs back and forth betwoen
Farmen” Cold Storage and Shaw,

Joe asked coe of the workers for an empty box, and then
rushed 10 Ford's 1o buy 3 camera and film. He retumed and
100k several photographs before people from the Farmers”
Cold Storage office chased hiss off the Jot.

For the next few monihs Joe showed the pictares around,
selling his story to frozen food employers, usion officials,
THANKS associases, and Ms friends. B becamo an industry
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THANKS, But No Thanks

joke: ¢ Shaw packing Mexican products.
moi‘gn.:‘:apk :wu.w me. He knew | was
imerested. Since carly in the frozen food strike | have been
Mw-mmmummmm
Mexican frozen vegetables are misleading. The local froven
bosses have used these statistics 10 explais their troubles and
% 1 justification for the massive pay cwts they rcmndc-'the
mkm&win;dwmin.mmtmmuum!w\
mwunukiuam-dhmwwme{mm
m:tta.luwhnﬂwimmuayuwu.nvm
majocity of Mexican imports come 10 the United States i bulk
foem, and thes are repacked by domestic frozen food firms.
Such lmpocts often ace 0ot ie disect competition wich domestic
mm;uym-uwmdltmmmm
ucmmmmzmmawg
B¢ balance of forces between labor and capital here in
Watsonville.

Joe Jet me have a copry of the pictures; [ showed them (0 2
few friends and repeated Joes story around lowa. When Shaw
mnasmmmmw(m;mmmmgmm
pkm)!hﬂmy!mmdmwut-ﬂlktu&op.u
became just one of Watsoaville's semi-secrets, amother
delicious small sown stoey that neas completely counter 10 the
oflficisl “news.” .

That is why 1 am printing it sow. As another reminder that
the "official story”—he one you read in the Regisrer
Pajeronian, the San Francisco Chronicle and iomahna
even the Santy Craz Swe-—is often wroag, and wroag in such
ways as 20 fil the inceests of the strong. This Was dever more
wrue than the local coverage of the Watsomville frazen food
strike. Ilmmcnrih.mdhcmpw)m‘nmshlw
10 blame everything on Mexican imports, that gave bm_tuome
THANKS fraad The impoet statistics were convenient for
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slmost everyone but the workers themselves: the employens
who forced the pay cuts, the union officials who acceped
them, and those parts of the Left who wanted 10 promote the
srike a8 an unmitigated victory. Shaw mest have figured than
the “victimixed Amencan food industry™ line had worked 30
well daring the strike, why abasdon &t when it also would
make a very pood marketing gimmick. He didn"t thank be had
anything %o fear from the local pross.

A couple of weeks ago I calied Joe 1o make suee [ had the
facts nghe. 1 vold hims | wanted 00 print the story. He chocked
i out, and sow you have il in your hands.

The pictuses and Joe's account see peool caough for me.
But since these are serious charges [ docidod 10 tallk %0 a couple
of Shaw workers, 10 soe if they would confirm the story. They
did, they were willing to be quoted, but they did not want theis
names used. Here aee their versions, Farst, from a line wocker:

In carly 1986 I heard ramoes that during the
night at the furthest comer of the plant they bad
scab crews opening up small boxes of Mexican
casdiflower and broocoli and dumping them into
sotes. About six months afier [ heand a1, | had
eccasion 10 go back there between the froezer
and the wall — definitely not 2 work arca - and
I saw men dumping cauliflower from boxes
marked ‘product of Mexico™ im0 unmarkod
bens. Then a forklift driver would come and put
the totes 1o stocage widh the other Shaw product.
The boxes were blue sad whste, about 40 pounds.
There must Bave been about six men and one
forkhift driver,

You know in a plast, snything tey try to

THANKS, Bst No Thanks

keep asecred is the first thing you find out sbout.
I was especially suspicious because the work
was not being done m a regelar work arca

After that, we started using toie bins tha
wero marked ‘peodoct of Mexxo." Those toles
would go right to the head of the line and people
could see the mark stamped oo the side. People
talked, and the explanatson that was given was
that as Jong as it &ida "t go Into a bag or abox with
& THANKS label om i it was legal We run
many latels, some of them have THANKS
stickers, and some of thesa don "t | assumed they
tricd o keep the labels stranghe.

It s quite & conversation pioce. For a while
there it was one of the maun jokes in the plast,

And bere (s what a hine mechanic bad o say:

Some morniags they bring a bot of small
baxes marked ‘product of Mexico® into the
plant, becak them open, and pour the cauliflower
or broccoli right on @ line. | have seon it with
my own eyes. [ doa”t know whese they bring the
boxes from, but | know what 11 xays o the box
They don't hide n. They just do it. Everybody
knows it. But people are woened about saying
anything to a reporter. The moment you tell
someone and give your name, yoR arc gowg 1o

I worked over at Farmsens” a couple of times.
There 1 saw the big totes with “product of
Mexico' stampod on them.



One time | made a poke 1o a lead man. ‘Boy,
we seee do have a bot of Mexican food inbere * He
pot serious and said we were not supposed to say
anythong about that. He was aware of ir, just ke
everybody clse. He didn't try so justify &

That's all folks. The story so loager fits in the flle masked.
"open secrel — known by many - but o reported by pross
I have moved it 10 the category titked, “as charged by a small
alternative newspaper,” Let's soe what happens next.

(September, 1989)
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THANKS For The
Memories, Richard

get levierny,

Geatlemen

This office repeesents Richard A, Shaw, Ins
and Richard Shaw mdividually. The perpase of
this letter i 10 advise you that the Sepiesaber
1989 issue of Bl Andar contained an article
entithed, “Thanks, But No Thaeks” by Frank
Bardacke, Sand antiche s libchous por s¢ and 15
replete with factual inaccuracies and inrespon-
sthic yournalesm.

On behalf of Richard A. Shaw, Inc. sad
Richard Shaw individually, demand 1s heredry
made upom both El Andar Peblcations and
Frank Bardacke 30 prmt a retractson which shall
include, but not be limited 10, a true stalement of
the facts.

You have accused my clicats of “frand.”
“Bes,” and “gimemicks. " In the ovent that you fal
o retract these inflammatony statements and pub-
lish the coerect facts, | have beea authonzod %0
initiato litigation agaimst both Frask Bardacke
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atd B Andar Pubbcatons to seck both compen-
satowy and punitive damages.

The formation of the noaprofit ceganization
known as THANKS was clearly intended 10
encourage the support of American farmers and
the purchase of American grown farm peoducts.
Richard A, Shaw, Inc. in promoting the
THANKS program actively supported the pri-
mary policies of THANKS, Richard A Shaw,
Inc. has remassed steadfast in its codeavor 10
buy product from domestic farmers.

The alleged pictores refermed 1o in the Sep-
tember 1989 aeticke were in fact taken In 1983,
not in 1987 as the anticle states.

The purchase of minimal ssounts of prod-
octs from Mexico was nocossitated by the fact
that Jocal farmers were unable 1o supply Richaed
A. Shaw, Inc. with adegaste amousts of cauli-
flower 10 satssfy customses requirements.

Between April 1986 and October 1988 my
clieat purchased and recelved Jess tan 17200 of
[ of their packed product from Movico. Be-
tween October 1986 and October 1989 less than
1% of the soeal prodoct packed by Rickand A
Shaw Inc. was purchased from Mexico. At no
e prios 20 of since the incoption of THANKS
has my cliomt ever purchased broccoli from
Mexico.

Funbermore, although less than 1% of the
snnnual bodpeted pack is purchased from Mexico,
the same stringent requirements with regaed 1o
qaality e enforced Brough both the quality

v

THANKS For The Memoncs, Richand

control eaperts i Richard A. Shaw, Inc. as well
#s the requirement of meeting all specifications
of the United States Food and Dyug Administra:
mNahing that has cocurred since 1986 vio-
lates elther the spirit or the inteal of the forma-
tion of THANKS and it is imperative thal both
Mr. Bardacke sad EI Andar Publacatsons rectify
this gross misrepeeseatalion, retract the libelous
staloments and publish the comect facts 38 set
forth above, _

Should you have sy questicns, | will be
happy 10 pevies this matter at a mutually conve-
nicet time snd place.

Very truly yours,

HARRY C. COOLIDGE

Yes, Mr. Coolidge. The photos of Shaw workon lmm!u'
ting casdsflower from boxes arked “prodoct of Mexxo™ imo
wnmarked Shaw compasy bins were takenon Juse 17, 1985, not
June 17, 1987, How that makecs asy dnﬂemnthhqm)d‘m:.

Here (s the main point, onoe again. wmknxmm-
was waging a campargn agaiast Mexican prodece, hs.ow.a
company was secretly baymng 1l i bulk form and repacking ¥
; ler packages.

‘w; need go oo forther than Shaw's own propagands 1o
Socament this deceit. A THANKS publicity hasdout distrib-
uted o the publicmdlb:prminﬂnmmgo( |986mnd
a vepeint of 2n artiche by Mitzl Ayaka which was poblished in
the Apal |1, Immoffmwfamnq You. Io that
THANKS puff piece Ms. Ayala reported et Rw'hud Shaw,
the founder of THANKS, sabd “froen 1986 on, he'd only bay
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lmwmm“mhmwamkcwlm
Richasd Shaw himself. Nowhere in that handout did Shaw
dmy.mmiﬁgminuym.humwmmwhq
rmpmdm.NadocaMr.Cwﬁdp.inluWwB
Mr.m'hy&mShnm.kmhapw.
ltwnonlydmstuwmaumpxking Mevican
cauliflower that he admitied doing it, Now he offers various
caplanations, which may or may not be true. The excases are
a form of damage control; they came afier his socret was oul,

5o my charge stands. Shaw was lying.

mmamummmmmwkm
No&uymkmtoldmll\qmw:kanmu
processad m the Shaw plant, just as they, and others, sold me
Shaw was packing Mexican caulifiower. Bul | was, and
comlnoemh&mtmumj«wmwrmbymwm
their names. Thesefore, | dad not write the THANKS story
uniil we actuadly had pictures of the Moxican cauliffower, We
do not have pictures of Mexican broccoli. Consadenng how
£ood Shaw's woed proved 1o be about the caudiflower, 1 leave
# 40 owr readerns o docide about the broceoli.

[ have litshe %0 say about Mr. Coolidge”s statistics, 1 do not
have access 10 the full figures—o00 one except top people al
Shaw do. Mcnphy-ilbuuwmm'wymcym.
Is it not truly sremarkable, however, that when Mexican
peodoct wis only “1/200 of 1%™ of Staw's peoduction, we
M!pco«!wuapacmmoﬁl?\\'imn-kiodoﬂmkwm
15 give up this newspaper business and buy lotrery tickets.

leould leave it at that. Hopefully this despete has clarified
the complicated relationship between Mexican and “Ameri-
can” frozes food production: most Mexican frozen food is
repacked in the United States and then resold oa the domestic
markel, The rest is old sews. Shaw has retived. sold his

THANKS Fer The Momonos, Richard

company 10 the big moncy boys from Chicago, the truss-
naticnal food coaglomerate, Dean Foods. THANKS as an
effective marketing scheme, or “gimmick™ if you will, Coun-
schor Coolidge, is long gooe. The THANKS bumper stickers,
which you could once bay for $1 at the Shaw plant, now sell
for just a guarer.

But Mr. Coolidge’s lester requires amother kiad of re-
spoase. 1t is not so much an annowacement of an smpending
larwsuit, &5 it Is a threat, an sticmget 10 smeimidate EY Amdar and
shiot e up. “Winning theough intimidation,” is a main chapier
in Richaed Shaw's Book of Success, as most everyone Keows
who ever worked in the Richard Shaw plant. Here [ do not
wmcmmammulwm:mm
mysedfl between 1979 and 1981 koading trucks for Geoeral
Prodoce. Foremen at Shaw were typacally large men, a theeat-
mmm-mguuukfm.nmmm
2 combination of insult and favortism. When 1 was there, the
loading dock was reed by Dave Shaw, Dick”s brother, who
screamed sad yelled his way through most days. On cee
occasion | saw hiss (with my own eyes, Your Honor) grab a
foeklift deiver——a full head shomer and some forty pounds
WMM—-)M&U«&MI«&:&MW
\toiadyinﬁstmabmmqmdm.

And If that docsn't give you a flavor for how these gays
mww:.TemlmdNZmnnlothm
told me this stoey of Dick Shaw’s carly career when we
worked on the line together at HAH Boulsg. Anyone who
wants 1o verify Brother Bubich's acoount can ¢heck the May,
1950 issues of the Register-Pajaronian, available at the Wat-
souville Libvary. (If you go over there on a weekday afteroocn
)w-ﬂu&mﬂubkhw.lmdmcllaubm
ﬁn)winonﬂe-'ml)ickSMmm.)lnthol950!mu
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loodmtm‘sm&c,alonghuk-mmpurdmemnd
for the cstablishment of Teamster Local 912 Richard Shaw
wuafmmnumdtmmmu.m&mnm
MMMWW&&MWW&«;WI&M
line and into the plant. Dm‘mgapidglhnu‘memwfw
women (Iwo strikers and two strikebreakers), Bubich and
scveral others saw Shaw come out of the plant beandishing a
shotgun llepmuullhngunulhcmmedpickt\md
threatened touse it, The loaded gus was Later confiscated from
another persom imeide the struck plant. Police Chief Prank
Osmer (Denmis's dad) fefused o peess chargos “bocaue the
sbmgunhdha:nkldmwivnemy.“&nhﬁawlof
Iwo of the women involved (can you guess which ones were
mmm«:uxa»'nmmw
that Shaw had carried the shotgun, whil others sad be carried
oaly a kength of pipe

I I were 10 Jeave you with one lasting picture of the
career of Richard Shaw, it would not be that he was caught
mawpidhc.‘lh-tiuhunmcwm-whingm
B happened 1o many of us. Nor would it be that his brocher
used 10 run the Shaw loading dock like some sont of feudal
e fidom Nor even that Dick as a young ssm threatened un-
armed pickees with & shotgen. Rather it would be the follow-
ing seovy, sold to me by Joe Fabey, curvent president of Local
P12, who was quick-witted cmough %0 get the piceares which
mdlhiswhokbusimnmuhuhmn'o(lm(lhope
whvehd:mriﬂduﬁm)sm“unmduw
lhutarmmymnmmwiuooﬂnbwnmonmpmy
time. It is the legal right of any worker 10 go to the hathroom
when she o¢ be foels il s necessary, Shaw. however, wanted 10
force his line workers 80 wait until their formal ten-srmizmte beeak
teme, That might mess s wait of up %0 two bours. As a way of

THANKS For The Mamonies, Richand

imposing this illegal rule. Shaw Inc. actually placed a .
u&chuhomn—undiptmdaduopuﬂ—u@m
it wies 90 take the names of the women who wore @ @ toiket and

meach tme they spent there.
mﬂnSMkaZqupm&(mdmnSSamn
lndupmgo.ollcbmhmomatinglhirwnmmk,
a0l retansing to wark on the line wacd they were done,

Richard Shaw is a regular One-Eyed Jack i this l?ml: from
frowen food mechanic to owner of his own plant; Watsomville
Man of the Year and Salvation Army bell nager. Bat now you
cam see the other side of bis face: be is a small own bully. Just
# he triod to bully bis workers out of their right 1o go 10 the
Mhmmmm&tmwuypwym@d
our right (o edl cur view of his dirty public histocy. He failod
be bas failed hore
inside the plant, and ( e

Edisor” s note: Mr, Coolidge never again comtacted Frank
Bardocke or El Andaw,
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The End of “Think Globally,
Act Locally™?

HINK GLOBALLY: The layolf of nearly 400 poopic m

our local Geeen Giant plant is 2 result of theee majoc
trends in woeld capitalism: Third World del, imemational-
ration of the food supply, and leveraged bayouls

These are complicated and isterrelated phenomena, and
they are mosd casily discussed 0o al & e,

» Third World debt. [n the late 19705, U S. banks made
“Sevelopment™ loans 1o Thind Waordd governments. These
Joatrs came 30 grief, as evea supposedly solvest countries like
Brazil and Mexico were unable 1o repay them. As a way of
avolding a complete Joss, bank coasortiums such s the
Iotematiomal Monetary Fund and World Bank aranged for
further losms with new conditions. These new losss obligated
the deboor countrics to cut goversment spending, open up their
cconomses even further 10 Nonth American capetal, and cn-
large their exponts. International finsnciers designod such
policies so that Third Workd countries cosld eam more dollars
and repay the banks.

Thas, Mexico comverted mech of ks agricultural heast-
lond, EJ Bajio, which used to produce com and beans for
domestic consumption, #s well as sasal for export, isto land o

"
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the prodection of broccoli and caulifiower for export. The
Mexicans, the first people in the world to cultivate coen, are
now forced to mmport it This, cospled with the reduction of
government subsidies on cor meal, raised the price of sort-
llas several bundred percent,

* Intermationalization of the food supply. Fresh fruits
and vegetables, grown in far-off places ke New Zealand,
Chile, and Noeth Africa, are now flownto U S. cities and made
avaslable 10 consumers in the dead of wiater. When even
moderately prosperous people began (0 eat fresh vegotables
year “round, the froven vegetable market stagnased. Hurt by a
shamp in sales, tramsnational frozen food companses, first
Birds Eye and then Green Glast, moved somse production of
bulk frozen food 1o Mexico sed Guatemala i search of lower
wages and production costs,

* Leveraged buyouts. Starting in the 19805, somse corpo-
ratsoes boarrowed larnge amounts of money, not for mvestment
in productive eaterprise, but rather to take over other corpora-
tions. They then needed 1o nuehdessly cut costs 3o that they
could repay the deid they incurrad i the takoovers,

Thus, in 1963 Grand Metropolitan, ceatered in London,
mameuvered a leveraged buyout of Pillshary (which had
carbier bought out Grees Glast ). Soon thescaler they fired SO0
Pillsbury maddic-management types, and, finally, to petto the
punch kine, decided to gut their Watsosville operation. The
Jobs of the Watsomville workers will now be done by Mexican
workers caming abost foue dollars a day, or by wockers in
Ohso caming close 40 minimum wage.

Let's punt this i plain langeage. Sothat New Yok baskers
will pet paad in foll on some tad Joans they made, so that
frozen food executives will make seper profits rather tham
ordunary omes, and 50 that the Grand Meeropolitan board of
direcsors cam win i1s finsacial gamble sad make the payments
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The End of "Think Cilobally, Act Locally™

on its high intorost Joans, impoverished Mexican sodhers no
kager can afford to buy encugh toctillas for their hungry
children, and unemployed Watsonville frozen food workers
oa't know how (hey are pong to pay their sest.

ACT LOCALLY : Have we reached the limits of this poprelar
Santa Cruz Cossty political slogas? How can local action
nNocnce world-wide market trends or change policies of the
IMF and Workd Bank, or affect the decisions of the board of
drectors of the multi-billica dollar Grand Met? Isn't this an
jsvee out of cur control, where we have no other choice than
10 suffor theough it, making do as best we can?

That is obviowsly the opinion of recognized canmery
worker Jeaders. Oscar Rios, Cannery Worker Progect Disec-
tor, complained 10 bis fellow city council mombers about the
"M‘ofwm.hudfewduoouzyw.fﬂu
layodfs. Taking another tack, Teamsier chief Sergio Lopez
Mw&gimhhﬂmuumu“mwly
working on things that will be of great interest,” bul was
waable 10 say what those things might be.

Perbaps these poople aee right, and nothing can be dooe.
But institutionalized Jeadors carely inituale mgnha. &.cm-
schves, espocially whea the odds are heavily agunst winming.
The peoplo who arc williag 10 risk fighting and Josing are
poople with hitle to dose,

In this case that mcans the soon 30 be Lasd off Green Giant
workers. What ase they willing to do? If enough of them were
determined to act, that in itself would change the political
situation, and perhaps mako some kind of winning sirategy

ible.
p“o‘\kw wecks ago | saw a play about the Green Guant layoffs
plmbyaCMIbCokanMaaWImm
class in the La Manzana courtyard. The play was writles and

»



produced by Catwillo students, some of whom work at Grees
Gu:.mdmo(vban-eloulmmm
eclodramatic stoey of the layoffs, the conclodes
uihhﬂholﬂuwi!edaﬁm&mum.mbdm
the Layoff annoencement, she dies from grief and woery when
*mamwuwmmmploym
wmmmmfmmum.m'um
oOrganize,” and the curtain falls with the whaole cast on stage
singing 2 Spanish version of “We Shall Not Be Moved.”

The whole polat of the play is “We Must Do Something.”
altbough It mever suggests what thet something might be.
arcund and talked Y et T

s, want 1o
don'ltlwhuulodoil.m el e

Well, what can we do?

Any kocal action must reach out 10 other commeaatics and
m&tbemppmo‘pwphubomigrnhmuirmgriﬂ-
ammuith)dM Met, the IMF and the World Bank. Is this
sstuation, “An injury 10 o8¢ is an injury %00 all” (e
Industnal Woekers of the Workd sloan';,:aynm useful guond‘:
than “Think globally, act locally.~

Over the Last several years, Boycotss — and the threat of
baycolls — bave beea the main weapon of workers trying to
reach out 1o pocential alllies. At times the UFW bas used the
Weﬂwivﬂy;(}umtmm\!nh‘-nmmmdtun
tme 10 koep their plant opes with the threat of a Sowthern
California boycott of GM cars; and even bere is Watsonville,
the Wells Fargo boyoott was partially responsible for forcing
the end of the Watsoaville frozen food stnke.

Why not a boycor of Burger King and other Girand Met
companies? Geand Met sponds mallions of dollars establish.
ing brand recognition: we can do our best to give those brands
* bad name. Hewe &5 just a shoet list of what Grand Met owns

&

e

The End of "Think Cilobally, Act Locally™

md sells: Popov and Smimoff Vodka, Gilby's Gan, J&B
Scotch, &s well as 14 other brands of alcodol: Alpo Dog food;
Pearle Health Services (“the largest retailer of eye care peod.
ucts in the world,” beags the Grand Met 1988 anmual reporntl
Ski Yogurt; Haagen Daz lce Cream; and Burger King.

I pick Busger King as the main target of the baycott for
several reasons. I is already under fire from envirosmental
proups because the boef for their bargers comes from cows
that are grazing o what used %o be Central Amencan rain
forests. Borger King is a cheap fast-food place where working
class poople cat, and 7t is among sach people that we will find
our stroagest allics. Burger King is already in trouble, and
Grand Met has spent a ket moncy rying 10 increase its sales.
And lastly, it is a boyocomt that we can start nght here =
Watsonville oo Freedom Boulevan,

Will you dream aloag with me? A small group of
Watsoaville Green Giant workers starts a boycott of the
Freedom Boulevard Burger King. demanding that all Jocal
Green Giant layofls be rescinded. The boycott s tremen-
dously swocessful as the whole community respoads. Ac-
knowlodged “canmery worker Jeaders” endorse the boycolt
ndumdihMMnMCmM.mnﬁml
Chicano movemenl takes it up (as they did the Cooes boyoott)
and dechares the eating of a Burger King hamburger a betray sl
of the Chicano snd Mexican people. Laid off Geeen Giast
workers in Fridicy, Misaesota, and Terre Hame, Indiana,
endorse the boyoott, making it a sational event, Unable 10
ignore the movement any longer, the Teamaters Union joins
in and puts all Grand Met products on its Doa’t Buy list
lely.mcbqvwhcwomdbymmajwmwmumd
mnmﬂo‘&cheﬂoﬂlomt&wwﬂd‘;ninfm
Burger King peofits fall sharply._and segotiations begin.



Sure it"s adream. Bue if 2 groop of workens 3t Green Giamt
want 1o make that deeam come true, and aro willing 00 work for
o, they have a chance. |, for one, hope they give # a iry

(June, 1990)




Martis Luther Kiag Day, 1992 (Phots Kart Eison Pgioser Pyl

MLK’s Birthday: Listen to the Music

read in the newspaper that George Bush went (o Atlanta on

Martin Luther King's binhday to join hands with Coretta
King and sing “"We Shall Overcome.” Terrific. That deadly
sathem wis pever a favorice of mine, with its plamtive,
wileriag moas sbout what we might do “someday.” George
Bush can have 1.

Some songs from the Civil Rights movement he will mever

sing: upbeat, buenocous, packet bime songs.
If you miss me on the pickel line
and you can 't find me mowhere
o, oh, ok,
cowne on over 1o the city jail
I'lf by rooming up there.,

Mississippi River, conon ficlds, colored schools, the back
of the bas. the soag goes oa and on abowt places people might
be missed. 1 fear the words ¢an not coavey the fecling, and
seading and writing beiag whal they are, ] ¢can aot sing them
10 you from inside these pages Bet it is no serprise (hat
McDonald"s didn"1 use this song for its candle Jit commercial
which scems to celebrme King's death as much as s birth

45



On the day designated 10 celebral s b
uh:ufoumgc 10 tradition asd history, c%‘mw ice of
oekbulm.bmhdm”lbynukum-&ymkm—ac
dssplaced Green Giast workers called for & domonstration is
mﬁwwwmntmewmmmofm
Ko IWM&NomycMSOolmmwwodlhccdl.
Gmouzmm A passamg car as we 200d m front of e

Bates, we mnt bave seemed a pitifil few,
MMultnmgoc&'lurnmunmk."mmm
e what remains of Sas Patricio 1o what semains of Green
.m=MMwWMmmewk

'mdmpk.'mp-iodbym.mﬁma
C&d:im h::gbocl.i‘lnry(‘mmmmm
;nncdrbm a -Beld megaphone urged ws 1o sing along. no
mumhmh. Mmujcmytdinlim.wrw
ing o the ulodso:‘::::c( l:‘ yw.culingandlim»

Hay que ser atrevidos . .

y decididos a dar la vida

fommen sus decisiones

fomen sus decisiones y consecwencias

Fegisag
. atinez, a member of San o'
m.r.mdm-mumumcm;b:nﬁﬂ

the lead singer, wrging us 10 be bold and dari
on:cu“:ncwthsmgmp-nd' m e el e
speeches af the gate reflected the mood of the

. e cm
mMthWIMMMMAMa

‘.N@mhnmwhmdn‘wnaww
spiri gnm&dm;o(NA!-‘TA.Bobomz.dz
local migrant education resource teacher and musscian
extraoedinaire. read a poem about his dream for Watsonville,

MLK's Binhday: Listen 1o $e Musa

ndmgmmmalmp.mluom.‘orc‘nwus.'we
sang to the tune of “De Colores” and finished with these lines:
.y quilsiera covtar lox cojones
de muchos cobromes gue frustan @ m.

Well, marybe you had 80 be theve. But the good cheer which
marked the day was st forced; the group of 20 displaced
Gr«nGimwkmuthclranollhcmumhmn
¥t to be prowd of. They have been fighting, sgamst over-
-Mous.emsi-m(irmd Mesropolitan, in Jamsary of
1990, announced it was going 10 fire two-thinds of its Watson-
ﬂlle-ndtamdnwwmmlolw&m Irwas
fhese people, 1osely middlc-aged Mexican womes, who first
fingered the true villains of the story, the board of disectors of
Geand Met. Ilmm:y-hofmuhwmcmm
burcancratic scasemse in the laid off worker Fetraining pro-
Mhmdﬂmku&h‘aﬂﬁwﬂ&bwmm
hispdmrgb:pwo'swaawpply. And it ts their continumg
boytw.wahpkttlhcsmm\k'amilcmdlm
&Mw-dﬂwum-mhelpsmdmhwu
conlineat - wide strugghe against the Froe Trade Agrocment.

The people who rule this country stagted rowriting the
uoqomemunhaqulhc night of bis assassination,
and we can expect that Amercan presideats will coatimee 10
rmouth the words of “We Shall Overcome™ as loag there are
TV cameras willing 10 film them. Madtin Luther King is
valuahle 1o them because be pecached pon-violence to (he
opprossed. Foculhoughmnuyhnchdmmkal
differences with hims along the way. b will always be a
stubiborm, smbelievably cloqoent, champeon of justice. Can
mw&ny!humhcmuhmodlhﬂothbwasn

in Watsoaville on Januacy 20, 1992, the numbers om our march
would have increased by at beast one?
(Febwuary, 1992)
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The Franich Annexation

i 1983 my old dog, Moss, dicd. He was weak sad sndirm by

then. sot cven able 10 accompany me on hus Ravonse
moming walk for 3 newspaper two blocks down Proespect
Street 1o Dick's Liquors. He mostly jest lay arowsd the house,
sleeping and scratching; his bod smell dominated whatever
pocen he was in, and he was becoming a burden cven 10 those
of s who had hand fed him as & pup, twelve years befoee

He died in the afiernoon, soon after | came home from work.
He was lying in cae of his favorite spots i (he froat room. Igave
him a limtle push in the hindgquaners.

“Hey Moss.”

His body was rigid eader my hand, but be tarned his head
and 1ossed me one Last look through glazed cyes, and then his
jaw stlumped 1o the floor.

Now what? He was a big dog, bom in Moss Landing to 3
Shepherd-Lab mix snd sepposcdly fathered by 2 Geeat Dase,
He was 800 big 10 bury in my back yard. Why not take him 10
the apple crchard just cast of the East Lake Shopping Conter”
We had walked theough it together many tienes whea be was
younger, sad if he were baried there | coudd throw him a
thought every time | drove by oo my way Lo the Fairgrounds
or up Hecker Pass

Si



I wragpod bimn = an obd blanket and lugged him into the
statson wagon. Blood ran out his ass onto the floor, from sieps,
and sadewalk, In a few minutes [ was s the orchaed. | backed
the wagon ender an old tree, dug a shallow grave, pushed him
8o it face down, and shoveled the dirt back over him. [ tried
0o level the earth, bat | coulda’t help leaving a mound-—a
cliched image of a grave. | carved his same and daes on the
troe aad lcft

I had just buned my dog ia what has become the crucsal
polatical issue in the Pagaro Valley: the proposed Franich
Annexation

Tony Frassch’s sstempt 10 annex Ms 78-acre apple archand o
the City of Watsoaville so that it can be sold for housing
development has fimally pat the question before us: wall
Watsonville contimue 10 be a relatively prosperous working
class community where people lrve and woek i 1own, or wall
it bocome a bedroom for San Jose, with expensive suburban
housing sitting next to a growsng Mexican slum?

The Franich orchasd sits om the castemn side of the valley
coeridar eatending from Mt Madoana 10 the sea, It is primse
agricultural land, the bost we have. It is this land that the
county governanent is mandated by stase law 10 protect, with
a magority of the county supervisors having the political
inclination to follow that mandate, Framch wants to make an
ead run arcund those officials by annexing the land to the city
50 that 3 development-cruzed city couaci] will permit him 1o
scll the land for bousing.

What's in it for hem? The difference betwoen $18,000 an
acre if the land can be used only for agriculture, and $110,000
an acve if the land cam be wed for houses.

Why such an enormous difference in price” Bocause we sil
30 ¢lose 10 1he expanding electronics industry, showly moving

2

MhomSmkx.Mmmmeﬁmu!k
head of the Salinas Valley, facing south, Oue masn connection
to the warld was through Prasedale by way of San Migeel
Pass, and @wough Castroville by way of obd Highway i, into
e flelds of Salinas. Truck after truck ofteoccoli, cauliflower,
qhsh.nndmhaw'unblumwhdmnmdsmw
fromen food plants.

That travel has not diminished by much; nevertheless
wmmmmmumwunm-mmc
Mmemmewnmm
Scotts Valley, and in the last ten years housing projects have
shot wp on the north side of 1own, peopled by folis who come
10 Watsomville to sleep by the Pacific Ocean, leaving bow paid
computes asscrnbly line workers 10 live i the smog and drink
ﬂnwlmwdmofwhuwsmdws:macn\’&y.
We now seent 10 sit, not at the bead of the Salinas Valiey, but
1 the foot of the Valiey of Silicon.

Tml&-ichwdbmndmn'-m»oucm
pcmﬁulouom.nakumdlym:hﬁm
mluutofmuamdlpoﬁlywawyw.b«mk
mmnmdiubigprdhbypniuommslmdmd
dividing it v for howses, But cace the houses are bullt, the
land will not generate any moee wealth. The real estase
mwmhwn&nﬂu@inmvl)sdnnwg
The basis 0o which cur peosperows litte farm wwn was built
—lidl.rkhmo&‘umdbylmwmmwmhd
byunmsmm-mmgme.mmuuu”ﬁuitb’sw
is the first official step in Waksomville becoming a bedroom
wm:m-siom.wecnlmdhpme.
wheee are 1o work?

mmm?:‘hmwotmmmay
Watsomville UFW Jocal, who argued against the Framich
Mnumnuammlmuyinhwillmnmelwo(
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200 jobs. This opposition by local workers 10 a development
scheme has a significance far beyond Watscavilie. Since
“prescrving the environment”™ became an issae m the carly
19708, workers usually bave boea pro-development, arguing
that saving the enviromment cost them jobs. But from the
Amazon foeeses of Brazid, 10 the rodwoods of the North Cosss,
to the fishing bays of Alaska, workers are now boginning to
soe that they have an interest in “environmentalism.™

I development is allowed 10 follow the daghest re of
profit all over the globe, eventually there won'( be any jobs for
amyone. How can the rubber tappers of the Amazon make a
leviag {f their forests are destroyed? Or the lumberjacks of
Humbaoldi Counly cace the old growth is clear-cut? Or the
fishermen of Alaska, once the o8l companics have destroyed
their waters T And aow we can add Watsoaville tothe list. How
will the Farm workers and cannery workers make 2 hving cace
the farm land is paved over?

Nooe of this seems to matier 1o Squire Franich. According
10 ham, the orchard is his kand aad he should be able 10 do
whalever he wants with it. When the Saata Cruz County Local
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) blocked hus at-
temgt 10 put the land under the auhonty of the Watsonville
City Council, be wenl (o Sacramento snd tried 10 buy himnself
a law that would allow the tramsfer. Givea what be stood 10
gain, the Califorsda Legisiature came cheap. For $26,000 he
put the bill in moton. Unfortunately for him, duriag the
process the FBI started indicting state begislstors for just these
kinds of shesanigans and Franich's boddy, liberal Henry
Mello, couldn't manage 1o get the bill passed,

Franich's shameless opportunism is best seen in thal
lsttle 26 grand donatson ™ Theee thousand dollars of it went
to Willie Brown, Do you know what Frassch must think of
black biberal Democrat Willie Brown? May®e this will give

-

The Frnch Arccaation

yooahm.ﬁ-ich-uoocohmwdoﬁigm-uwnvho
paid $30 a scat %0 bhear and support Ollic North when be
spoke o the Doubletree knn in Mesterey in May of 1983,
When a demonstrator got up during the speech and ran down
the aksle shouting, “Ollie North behind bars, throw the bum
in jail.” he was jumped and subdued by Monicrey Couaty
sheriffs. Once the young msan was under control the voice of
farmer Pramich was Beasd 10 ory out. “Kill the sonofahitch,
kill the somodabaich!™

A sorious hattle is shaping up, Can a coalition of agricul-
narad wockers who want to save their jobs, bocal resideats who
waal %0 protect Watsonville &s a small farming Comumunicy,
and libersl county officials successfully beat back local
Wnandmlwmnmeumm«m'/hg)w
mwppoedlodoinaapiwiaam—m{mmmshm
rate of profit? Probably not. If the fetese of cur vallcy hangs
on the difference between the price of a silicon chip and the
mofnlhlo(unmm.wnﬁuhpehmm
compeser industry will bust socaer rather than kaler.

But we seed not be sotal victims of market forces, A stroag
eoon;hmrmm.bxkdbymhw.caddmﬂnnlky.
Rumarns abound that LAFCO Is going 10 hold #ts acxt heanng
on the peopesed annexation 3t night i Watsonville (rather
lh-du'inuhcshyinSnnCm).mmmyofﬁddt.m
hoping a strong commumity turnowt will suppoet them in 2
docision 10 stop tho annexasoa. See you there.

lhmmntyofm'am.mliuc.s:lm;v.wbml
mistakenly left him a1 3 used car Jot, and he ran across town
sceking rctuzcuahouxo‘ul‘rieodo(mim‘wmumd
been only a few times before.... the time he jumped o of the
back of my truck %o chane a cat across the street and ran smack
|M0a\'wwg.dcmh¢tb:(wk:mdnqmuw.m
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barely slowing down himec!f .. and, well, | could casdly bore
you with dog stocies. But Moss's last story — what a surprise.
By the time he died Moss was already 100 big for sy part

of wown, Too many hoases, 100 many cars, he was abit of a
nuisance to the neighbochood. Now be lics buned in a picoe of
land whose fate promises to tell us what kind of future
Watsonville might have. A fotere where we still have somne
farm dogs running froe, who dic with enoegh open space 1o be
buried bencath their owners” feet. Or a future filled with
lcashed lap dogs, whose owsers must follow them around
with bags and sticks 1o clean their doo-doo off the sadcwalks.
Dogs, who when they die, are picked up by young men from
the Correst Ageacy, who dispose of them, safely cut of sight.
(July, 1989)
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Airport Conversion: Will It Fly?

hen [ was growing up my father bad a standasd remark

for o certain kind of impossible siteation: “If we had
some ham, we could have some ham and eggs, if we had some
eggs.” 1 can't think of a betier wary 10 sums ap the Watsonville
housing crisis,

According to official ity figares, right now wenoed 2,585
moce housing umits foe low- income howseholds. At the curren

rate of 200 units per year, it would take us aboat 13
years to build enough houses just 1o meet current noeds. And
that assumes that every new house would be “affordable,™ an
impossatality given the cost of Pajaro Valley land.

What land? Where could we put these fictatious howses”?
There is not enough land withes the city limits 10 build even
half of these undts. If we expand the city, and build on newly
manexed outlying arcas, we destroy the ecological and eco-
pomic basis of our community — prime agricalural lasd.

Not enough houses and sowhere 1o put them. Nesther
ham, nor ¢ggs

So 1 wonder what cur mayor meant when be 10ld the
Watsomville Rotary Club that “we can deal with the howsang
crisis without scrapping the airport.™ 1 missed that particslar
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Juncheon, sad the Reglister Pajaromban did not give the details
of any propased plan Mayor McFarren might have. We neod
specifics, Mr. Mayor, specifics. Do you have an actual,
concrete plan, or just a vague hope that perhaps, somehow, a
plan will eenerge?

Unless we can acquire a large amount of cheap land, these
15 0o solution to the housing crisis. Rent control & mpoctant
10 hald down the cost of the howsang we have now, and a strong
inclusicnary ondinssce willl force the developers to build us a
few bundred low-cost woits, But without cheap land, it s
impossible o bulld encugh low-cost houses.

And where is there any ¢heap land sround here? The only
aaswer | know of i the 290 acres of the Watsoaville Muasici-
pad Adrport. Those acres, already owned by the city, could be
transferrod of sold 10 a soa-profit housing ageocy, potential
residents, or even developers, Os that laad we could build a
model housing project: low and moderate-income housing
units, setled among a group of large and small parks. Throw
in a fow now schools, and we would stéll have enouagh room for
a pleasant litthe aviation museum.

But the small ssmber of people who curreatly use the
airpoct Jo not waet 2 museum. They want their srport. And
they are using all sorts of sguments to defend 1. [ spent alarge
part of the last few months tryisg to check cut their claims, and
here s what | icamed.

FALSE CLAIM #1: The Navy gave the airport 1o
Watsoaville, and the foderal government bas a velo over
whanever happeas to airport land.

ASITTURNS OUT: In 19492 afier a bond cloction, the <ty
of Watsonville bought more than 285 acres of land for the
swport, The laad was then keased 10 the Federad Aviation
Authority for $1, the Jease 10 end six moaths aficr the end of
W.W.IL The foderal government bullt the runways and airpoet

Aepon Cooverdion: Will It Fly?

bulldings. After the war, the Feds returned the land 10 the cicy,
and transfersed (for $1) sbout 20 acres of it 10 the Freadom
School District, Somse of the old airport Busldings were used
for the first Freedom Elementary School, Later, the school
was moved, and the part of the airport between Roach Road
and Freedom Boudevard was sold 0 4 San Jose developer.

This use of old sirport busldings for a school sets a clear
precedent, as doos (he sale of some airport land. The airpont
belongs 10 the city of Watsoaville; what happons (o it is &
mattor of public policy. Oace Watsoaville decides what is the
best use of the land, then we can nogoliale with other con-
cerned governmental bodics — county, state, and federal.
Conversion of the airpoct is not illegal,

FALSE CLAIM #2: The alrport is nooded for cmergencies.

AS IT TURNS OUT: Highway I, Routes 129, sad 152,
and San Miguel Canyon Pass give us freeway access, In an
emergency. small plases could land on one of the many prvalke
mrstrips i the arca. Watsonville Hospital has a belio-pad.

FALSE CLAIM #3: The airpoet does a significant amoset
of commercial business, and shutting it Sown will hurt the
kxal economy.

AS IT TURNS OUT: Chaims that the airport plays 3 karge
rode in the local ecomoany were hand to ¢heck oot. At yarious
timoes | heard of read that the airport was used 10 ship flowen
um.nmﬂnhqamjudinnmmlor
UPS and Federal Express, | wrote & Jetter to Airport Manager
Kimberty Wirbe, specificaliy asking her what commercial
cagoﬂewinommdlhenhpcﬂ.hafuba-wmm.
Ms. Wieght was polite but uncooperative. While assunng me
thast the airpoet was crucial to bocal business, she could give me
no specifics. | would have 10 wast, she said, watil the Associa-
tion of Momerey Bay Area Governments (AMBAG) com-

pletes their local transportation study
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1 took that at face value. While 1 coudda’t guite fathom
whese AMBAG was gomg %0 pet their figures about the
Watsoaville airport if not fromn Ms. Wirht herself, | could
understand her reloctance 10 deop everytiiag and provide me
with specific information.

But now that 1 have looked into the issoe more thoroughly,
Fhelieve Ms. Wirke could not grve me specific numberns because
there are no numbers. Vimwally no commercial cargo moves
through the Watsomville Munscipal Airport. No flowers fly out;
they #oe trucked %0 San Jose or San Francisco and flows from
there. Mt is the same with bemies and all other agricultural
produce. Federal Expeess, which Ms. Wirbt told the Santa Criz
Sentinel was one of $he many commercial users of the alspoet,
Mhes none of its business out of Watsonville. M is all srucked
over Highway 17 10 the San Jose Inlernational Asrport.

Afer workers al Federal Expross told me this, | Jooked
hack o my notes of the interview with Ms. Wight. Sure
enough, she sald Federal Expeess was 3 ocal wer of the
alrport. Quite a neat lechnique. You make a general clam thae
the airport is commescially important, making reference %
some companies that use it. Then when someone asks you for
specslic sumbers, you sxy you have sone. And, in fact, some
of what you said is false. What gives Ms. Wirtu?

The only commercial cargo that | could verily moving
ocout of Watsoaville is the daily fligha by UPS, And according
o local umon officials, UPS plans to comsolidate alll its Santa
Cruz County business in one Santa Cruz caty office, and s
going o close down s Watsomville operation, Watsonville
airport o ool

It may be that there is some other commercial cargo that
1 missod-but | tracked down every claim § heasd. And caly
UPS turned out 10 be tree., (Local drug deallers are as rebactant
as Ms. Wirtt 1o provide specific information. )
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Airpeort Cosversion: Will I Fiy?

Bulwbcnqumkm&UmNiWof
mcdmolbnlhcydm'lmmcno.mmeymm
abowt ace executive flights. The favorite example is Granite
Construction, T e

The argament soencthing li Gesaite Constrin-
mmmm::}wmmmmww.w
though it opermes all over the West. l!-edondm.hnmc
ainpoet, and deny exccutives the convemence of an umhne
ﬁwmimnly{mwmdaknmumqmu
mave oul of Watsonville, and take about 60 local yobs with
them

| vest ndmit the angument stops mc cold. ldm‘ltl}ink
Granite would move out of town gest because their executives
hmuo&iveahlfmwlheSalimaMoomaiM
Bed 1 can’t be sure. If the seal reason the Arport is neocssary,
however, is foe the convenicnce of a handful of executives, |
Mnncoupkofw.ﬁmm’snuhagq!tn
executives explaim, face to face, toa Watsomville faoly living
inupmpethntbeaiumlmjcmnmhewfmm
Miu.mmmmmmnhﬂmkm
a five-mamute drive 50 a thirty-minuic oac.

Second, as a practical wluﬂontotlﬁ;mblwxlw
lhuhcxchngchmhcﬂc-pmlmdkxmmg.nncm-
provide limousine of helicopier service between Watsonville
and (he Salinas airpory, for all bocal executives. Acquirmg kand
for low-cost housing would be well worth the cost of such
service.

Doywmwalcuhuhaiqmmum@
last offer? No way, Evon (he argument about EXECIVE Uae i
beside the point, aad designed to hide the bald truth: The
Watsoaville Municipal Airport is peimanty a recreatxonal
facility. luawyfalhemh;anaiqﬂmemputh
adults.
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Opposition 10 Mrport conversion is bed by the local Alr.
craft Owsers sad Pilots Association. But uneasiness about
closing the airport is mach moce widespread than that. Many
well-meaning people, who have no direct connection o the
local mirport, oppose sbuttang it down. Thear opposition s
hased on some Kind of civic pride, a belief that closing the
asrport would be a step backwaed for Watsonville,

This argument & &ihcull 10 deal with, bocause it s a
vague fecling, rather than an articulated position. Asd civic
pride is pood, something 10 be encoursged. | would sk of
these people the following: woslda' they feel even prouder of
Watscaville if we could actwally howse all our people? Doesa 't
# make them feel ashamed that so many people in oor
communaty live in terrible conditions? Imagine the pride we
would feel if we created a model housing development that
would be am cxample 10 other cities across the United States?
Wouldn't that be mose smportsnt than an airpon?

Winning this debaie is not going 10 win us the airport land.
We caa pile compelling argament oo top of compelling
argument, with litthe effect. It is & question of polatical power,
The Pilots Associstion has lots. The real estalo imdustry -
which does not want kre-cost housing at all—has even move.
The few executives who do use the alrnpont are some of the
most influcatiad people in 1ows

To defeat this coalition woeld take a great cffort. We
would have 1o mobelize great numbers of people, over a koag
penod of time. But it cas be done. The Scotts Valley airport
win Closed down, People i Rivenade County shut down the
Tri-City Airport. Small communities across the country are
consadering whether or not they can afford local airports,

Over the last decade the people of Watsonville have won
some extraordmary political bastles. We fought the Migra to
a stamdstill, We waged one of the strongest stnkes in recent

L)
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American blsory, We came hack from the devastation of the
carthquake, and managed 1o get hundweds of trailers from
FEMA. We woa the struggle for district elections, and then
clectad a lefiliberal city covacil 10 replace & conservative
segime that had run the city since the 1930s. Are we strong
enough now to shut down the airport and use the land for the

benedit of the whole comeaunity”?
(May. 1990)



Strasdemies snder plavi (Mwso: Jom Siver)
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Not Enough Water
to Wash Their Sins Away

Iugoncd wator, argoes Ivan Hlich in his book, Ha0 and the
Waters of Forgetfulness, convened Rome from a city 0 an
Empire. Two bundred and fifty miles of aqueducts beought
moustain streams 10 city fountains, picrced city walls, and
destroyed the magic cische that separated Rome's inside from
its outside. Froe from its dependence on the Tiber, some
speings, and a few wells, Rome cxploded from withem. A
mallion people, cach wsing 100 galloas of water a year,
speawlod from oty to subwerb, To be a ctizen of Rome no
jonger located 4 person in a particelar goographical place
Florence, Naples, Gaul, Iheria — if @ were all Roman, what
was Rome? The Emgwre was buile and the ¢y wis Jost.

Imponed water will not trassform Watsoaville imo an
Empire. Butit will fully integrate us imo the Hydramlic Empire
of the American West, And it will destroy the Pajaro Valley
as a phace,

We are alecady well down that road. Our frozes food
industry is ownod by two gians transaalion sl Corpocatons, un
from Loodon and Chicago. Large corporale conglomeraies —
Castle & Cooke, Tellis Ranch, the Universaty of Califoonia ~—
increasingly dominse docisioms about how we farm our
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flelds. We produce scooeding 1o the dictates of the intema-
tonal market,

Once we decide that we cas not live withen our limits of
carth, air, and water, once we decide (o Ierallly phag curselves
into the dams, pumps, squoeducts, and pipes which move the
waler of the Sicrra Nevada some 3,000 miles wp and down and
sideways across Califomnia, thea the Pajaro Valley will be-
COme a Cog. & unit, an element in a pant matrix of inputs and
cutpats where everything is docided by expert calculus of the
Bottom lmc. Imported water willl take us 10 our final destina-
Bon: we will become a no place,

Asguing agasest imported waser, [ do not invoke the decam
of s indepondont Pajaro Valley peoplod by the spiritual sons
and daugheers of the Ohlone, unconnecied (o the rest of the
waorld. Sech & place, i its curren! roemanticized form, never
cxted, And ot is surcly not comumg back. Now 8o [ argue that
we mwst cut curselves off froen the workd econcoasy in onder $o
survive as a place. Since the carly arrival of Baropeans and the
harvesting of sea otter pelts, cowhades, tallow, and whea for
Eucope and Asia. we have boea thed 10 a world market.

What is differcas now might be seen &3 merely & matter of
scale; imporied water would ssscgrale us moce folly into the
sacrnatiooal division of labor snd resoseces. But there comes
a lime whem quantity bocomes quality. The Pajaro Valley
Water Management Agency (PYWMA) is proposing that we
gpnoce the limits pot by local water on local hife — that we treat
walcr as a commodity that can sever rum dry, always o be
replenished with mosey and seckasgue. That in the words of
heir ows brochuee the “Agency [should| adopt and imple-
meot plans that would docrease present waser use rates, and
create new sources of water” (my italics).

“Create™ A slip of the word processar? No, The wonrd
sagnals Watsoaville's belated eotry into modern madness

Not Encaagh Wter 10 Wash Thoir Sien Away

where sechmicians make promises traditionally roscrved for
the pods.

Encugh of that. Let's pet 10 the detals. Armed with these
ideas about imponed water, that”s just what [ toied %o do, Here
is what [ found ost

Salt water intrusion. By sow, you must have heard sbout
it. On a strip of beavily-farmed land, from the mouth of the
Salinas River 1o the ficlds along San Asdeeas Road, wells arc
coming up salty. Near Castroville, where the situation is most
severo and where salty wells were first noticed in the carly
19405 wells have been cappod and land taken out of produc-
tion. Bt what is happening today in Castroville could happen
clsewhere wesommow. Agribusinessmen throughout the Sali-
nas and Pajaro valleys are woened,

Salt water intrusion is sot hard to wadenstand. Under-
ymmdm.mwfaam.mmw&m.h
maoves slowly (about two feet a year asder the Pajaro Valley,
one hydrologist tobd msc) because it is embedded i rock and
samd: et its imcvitable destination is the great submarine
unyonoﬁhMoolucyBuy—wmmgouwlLBuwM
bas been “inevitable” simce Pleistocone times (about (wo
million years ago) has now become . S0 mech
wuter has boen pumnped and the level of the wiker table so
redoced, that, rather than fresh water Mlowisg ino the sca, the
sea is “maruding” o fresh water.

Even without over-pumpasg. some of this would happen
Mngourdrymmhnhmm)un”m
contest of coastal wells has not abated cven i wimser. For
alenost twesty years now, hydrobogists and agricaianl sech-
nicians have keown we have a problems. .

Tkptobknisumﬂlyblnmdonagmulmu.-m
accounts for about 75 percent of the pumping in the Pajaro
Valley. But agriculoure is 800 broad a temc markes-driven,
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corporale dominaed, agribusiness is 2 more accurato way o
descrite the calprit

What does this mean? Look at the qoestion of crop mix.
Since the 1950s, mtemanscaal prices have made 1ow crops —
especially strawherrics — more profitable than apples. (People
<o sill make money in apples, but not as much as they can
make in bermies and other row crops.) Thus, @ Santa Craz
County, apple orchard acreage has fallen from over 10,000
in1950 10 less than 4,000 soday. Apple orchands use one-half as
mroch waler as strawbesmies; our cumment crop seex i sucking up
our water, If sgribesincssmcn were %0 consider the effects of
their farming practices om the snderground waser supply, If
their decissons were based on anything other than the highest
e of profie, then our valley might still be graced by apple
orchards, and cur undorground water woold stilll flow 1o the sea.

Dom’t blame agricaloare. This valley could be farmed in &
way thal would use but not mine underground waler, The most
obvious sobetion 10 salt waler intrusson is %0 suspend fanming
on the low, sandy soils along the coast, and stop the
overpumping required by such farming. Hydrologists, who
froquently disagree, do not disagree about that. Bue that land
is privalely-owned and corporately-farmed. The PYWMA,
whach has enough trouble just petting people o register thear
wells, is not going 10 1ell the Doblers, Capasos, Manfres, Sins,
Comtal Barries, and the Tellis Corporation how %o farm. No.
[mstend, they are podng to try 1o kapoet water 71 mles from the
San Luis Dass 10 the Pacific’s edge, so that these same poople
can continue thewr unecasonable—but highly profitable—
agricultural practces.

But in (e actuslly existing (capatalet) workd, things are
not generally ssdentood as simultancously “unrcasonable™
sad “highly profitable.” We can not expect busisessmen,
some of whose pesticade-possoned workers live in caves, 10
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treat our water as anything moce than just another commodaty
In the real Pajaro Valley, dominated by corporate agriculiure,
are these some sokations — other than imporied water — foe
salt waer intresion along the coast”

Thisk listle, think small. Think of College Lake. Tt holds
shout 3,000 acre-feet of water when allowed 10 fill - which
handly ever happons. Instead, depending on how wet the year,
ahout 10,000 acre-foet of water is pumped into Salsipucdes
Croek. at the noh ead of the Jevee where East Lake Avenue
and Holohan Road cross. Froes there it makies its way 0 the
Pagaro River and then out to sea. Some minor work aroomd ths
natural lake would increase its capacity, protect nesghboring
lands from flooding, and allow es to use the water (currently
being released imo the sea) for inrigation. Rather than bringing
water from (he Sierras, by way of San Luis Dam, to the edge
of Pajaro Dunes, why not being it just eight miles from College
Lake?

Think medium. In 1978, cold ssornge owner Charles
Bochwald sugpested 1o the Pajaro Valley Chamber of Com-
merce and Agnculture that the waste water from the ocal
frozon food industry — which is sot as contasanated as other
Wm—hempmadwﬂnmdmdnjxwdimo
the ground waser supply. A senies of “injection wells™ aloag
the coast line would didete the salt s the water and creale &
water barricr o fanber sea waler intrusion.

Think reclamation. If we most think large, think reclama-
ton, not importation. Current plans 10 combat sea Water
intrasion s the neighboriag Salinas Valley focus om tertiary
remment of waste waler, and then the use of that waler o
replace coastal pumps inthe irvigation of Castroville mruichoke
fields. Tertiary tremed sewage waler is being injocied into
waderground water supplies i Fullerton and lsvine. If we
w:kuxlocalmccplumdoahﬂmjcbolcmmn;
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wasie waler (fertrary treatment), we could use that water 1o
irrigate the coastal fields in the sumaner and for injection wells
along the coast in the wister. This is an expensive plan, but still
cheaper than imported waler,

I reclamation is possible and cheaper, why is agritusiness
so cathusianc about impoeting water? s tinking about Pagaro
Valley politics, we must never forpet that while most of the
people who own cur agricultural land may be farmers in the
moming, they think like real cstate agents afier lunch. They
know full well that while lands 20ned only for agriculitece may
scll for as low as $10,000 an acre, that same land 2000d for
howsing can go over $300.000 an acre.* They may want o
continue farming sow, but they do not want o do anything thes
might reduce their chamoes 10 subdivide in the futare.

That's why they prefer impornied waler, Imported water
would be suitable for drinking, while reclaimed water could
b used omly for irmigation or mpection into the ground. In the
coming debate between imporied sad reclaimed waler (if the

*This 1992 price, gloaned from Wassoavills Read lssate Ssvngs, i
almost thece tancs the 1959 price as seportod by the Rrgpinier Pageronion,
and cnod cartier in “The Frasich Aracuasion ™ What buyers are actoally
paying. [ do not know Bt ch foe mens to iy ewse, one-seventh of ae scre
in & working clas arca, junt sold for $95,000

These exaperuted peices, o | smpsod i the cackicr vy, arc largely
o 10 the geowdh of the ehectromios indnitry 16 neartyy San Jose. which hn
28 mfcrevtng walcr hssory of its ows. The corversion of the Seota Clan
Vidley (with San Jose ot its contier) into the Silicon Valley is an example
o how impomed wiskey Bears aregon away from its matursd Lizues, snd leads
8020 manaar of barame socbal and ecologioad formasons. 11 is mow a cliché
¥ compare the smog aad speawd of San Jose % semdlar hossers s Las
Aageies. What i sot gonceally recogniond & that San fose & gt &
dependont oo imporied water o i southlasd souknsie. Adbough S0
porcest of Santa Clara Valley™s water comes fom wells, thine wells ae
recharped by pevcolasion poads fod by water from the Swerras and Selivered
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oppoments of impored waer ever do manage %0 make it a
debanie), remember that the Jocal owners of Pajaso Valley land

will be reluctant to pot any big bucks into a water plan tha
produces water which can not be comsumod by a letwre
suburbea,

The possability that San Luis water would be imporued in
the mame of agnculture, and then used for development, was
first pointed out by Sama Crez County Supervisor Gary
Pattoa im 1984, when the PVWMA wis being establishbod. Hes
objectsons Jed to a legislative amendment that ties San Ly
water 10 agriceliural uses. But once the water is here, as Pation
himnself has acknowledped, 5o woeds 0a & piece of paper will
effectively limit ms wse,

1 do not mean 1o say thal mrporied water & inevitable. Far from
it. It requires, af the very beast, tho approval of Paaro Valley
voters, and expenditares of large sums of public moncy . Even
if voters approve and the money is found, there is no guaranice
that the winer will be deliverod. San Luss water is pan of the
Callifornia Waer Progect, the very same wister thal agnibusiness
and onvironmestalists receatly have been squabbling aboult in
Sacramento and Washington D.C. As powerful s our own
agri-indastry may be, we could casily kee out in futuee
negotiations 1 even more powerful forces in Califormia’s
Hydraalic Empire,

by sae, foderal, and Yuba Cousty water progects. The Santa Clara Valley
W aser Duatrict ovarmabes that sitce dhe il 1 V80 mare than 20 porcent of the
watcr aned in the valley has boen smponed Oee might srpec thal srporing
waker wins e Orec bl hamien maspelaton of satuse soCessary B Create Ihe
Silcon Valley. Without mmponiad waley as & sebasisse, the competer
nduatry would ot huve Socn able 30 desaroy Sarta Clara Valley 'sowe waler
apply wih chlorisasn] Cheanieg woivene possonn.
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Officially, sothing is decided. Michael Amntroag, direc-
Loe of PYWMA, stresses that all reasonabde options — includ-
ing suspeasion of pumping alosg the coast, a College Lake
Dam, injection wells, and reclaimed waser — are still being
considered. The peblic, be assures us, will have the fisal say,

Nevertheless, we have to hope that costradictions within
the Esngare’s ruliang groups, o kack of capital. will save us
from imported water, | sec very litthe evidence that any local
movement ¢an stop . At the two PYWMA meetings |
attended, the public’s caly sppearance was oo a magnified
flowchart in a series of boxes labeled “public input.™ One
arrow pointed info the baxes, another led cut of them, Public
mpul, whatever that may be, ks 5ot goang 1o ingerfore with thesr
plasms.

Don’t get me wrong. People did atiesd the meetings. But
they did not constitute a “public.” They were poople with
direct economic intesest in the peojoct, poople whose main
sentiment seemed 1o be best expressed by local grower Ray
Travers: “Let's stop this messing arcund and got that water
bere as soon as we can.™

Decide for yourself, Drive down Highway |, up over the
batle ridpe that rims the Pajaro Valley's south cad, past
Dominic’s Vegetable Sund, past the hame -made castle over-
looking Moss Landing, sed down to L&S surplus with all the
flags flying. The's Streve Road. Take Struve o Giberson, and
follow Giberson 0 Zmudouski Stune Beach

Park in the parking g, and walk 200 yards north om the
dirt road along the lagoom, 10 the first furrowed field. Sicp off
the distance through the dunes 10 the high tide line, 1t is loss
than 75 yaads, by my count. Judpe the clovation of the farm
land. Isn"t it below sea level” Walk hack through the dunes
and pick up a handful of the furrowed earth. What you will
have is a bandful of sand. These people are farming sand
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Not Escugh Water 00 Wil Thow Sins Away

dunes! Irrigated waser runs straight teough it. Phenomenal
amounts of water must be used here,

Now cast your cyes up and 10 the east. Do you see the halls
in the distance? That is the southem end of the Santa Croz
Moustains, sbout ten sales away from where you are stand-
ing. The San Lais Dam is more than 60 miles beyond those
hills. And the plan i 10 bring water down from the rescrvoir,
theough those mountains, $o waer the fhelds at your fect.

1 have ome disclaimer. There is no argument bere agains!
urigaticn. Whon 1 discussed these questions with Laoro
Navarro, a displaced Geeen Giamt worker who now works in
the strawberries, he wamed me about just that.

*You know, Frank, ssany people come here from Mexico
because of water. [n my home town, Sea Pedro Tesistam,
Jalisco, there ks no kmigation. When o raims, people cat, whea
it doesn"t, people go hungry. There's nothing wrong with
mmﬁmummmgmmﬁ

Right. What s wrong is profi-driven overpumpeng o
imigate waer-craviag crops grown in duncs of sssd. And
importing water 1o tum Pajaro Valley into a suburb of the

Valiey of Salicoa.
(Apeil, 1992)



(PRt BV LovepneSomts Crc: Sevevnel)

Small Time Slumlord Learned
Tricks of Trade on City Payroll

ow many of you remember back in mid-July when a fire

at Lincoln and High streets destroyed four small apart-
ments housing 37 people? The fare was repormed ia theee
consecutive froat page articles i the Register-Pajsronian,
which taken together formed whan is fast bocomng a cliche:
Some dissster (“natsral™ or otherwise) reveals 10 the woeld
that poor people in Watsoaville bive m overcrowded, over-
prced, unsafe, sllegal housiag.

The stories, well pet sogether by eeporers Emilio Alvarado
and Susanna Heckmam, had one new twind, The owner of the
building, one Denmes H. Maller, when asked about the fact that
the downstaars aparument wis zoned commercially. and there-
fooe was ke gally renicd as housing, respoadod that the buikding
is managed by the Centary 21 real extade agency of Jobason,
Roach, ssd Hassen, and thak they were the responsible partios
Joed Roach, of Century 21, covmicrad that hs agency only
collects the rent and chat Miller 1s the oo o be held acoountable
How amsseng 10 see a couple of realdife partnees 1in cnmw
fulling all over themaelves %0 urn one andeher in.

We never learned the ultimere outcome of this grotesgos
charade, “City snd fire officials are continuing their mvestiga-
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thon." we were (old in the conclading article, and that is the last
Mm'unwbjcccwmwnpim.
le;mﬂl::mqm the end of the story. My friend Mike
Flooked mto it a Bstle bit further '
e ey L and bere's what
Dennis H. Miller, the owner of the buildi
o v the ¢ ng. wsed 1o be
mm@mcmdwm&.uemmw
in l%gmmi&.wwmmwm
lm;_xuam 1973, For the next ten and & half years one of his
man Wilia was toenfoece the Watsonville building
code. In this same period be bought five houses Marself. He
pents four, of which three ane multi-unit properties.
'hhmury 1989, one of those peopertics was discovered (o
belnqie.u\ichlipndthctdldiucodc:kmﬂmdm-
ous wiring, ﬂaptngmmclosewmhrning appli-
:n?a.amlleplly overcrowded room, three clectrical meters
cac gas moler illegally invalied, and a farmily wnd
iegally converted to a deplex. oy -
All of this on a property owned by Mr. Miller a the same
lime that bes 308 was to eaforce he building code.
“MWMNMM.M-MWMM
m;yrdnndﬂnmbliﬂmexdty manaper Jobn Radin,
W.mewminmmmml
pension rights, and was guarstead a positive Job recommen-
m.mo«mmmimmmwm-o
public disclosuee of any of the particelars of bis case. His only
penalty was that he could never again work i
Watsonville. soti: A
The @ll o‘unahﬁ‘punuhmt"" Mr. Miller wem
night on maistaining illegal and unsafe rentals. To this day he
property that was aniginally cised back in January 1989 has not
an&mgywyupwcoh.-d&mt(mmdlhc
units there 15 sow paid 1o the city of Watsonville, rather thas

™

Serll Tiene Shumiond Learned Tricks of Trade on City Payroll

1o Miller. In this way the ¢ity hopes to prossure Miller 20 obey
the law, Although whenever be does fully comply with the
law, all the rent (minus 10 perceat) will be reeamed 10 him, as
specified by city ondinasce.

In the midst of this listhe tug of war, the fire broke oul
Lincoln and High, revealing the other illegal reatal owned by
Miller. Exactly what was the violation there” People were
livieg in a commercially rosed space which, smceg other
things. had neither enough windows soe adequato venlilation.
The sigeificance of this was not bost ca Fire Captain Jim
Norwood, who told the Register- Pajaronian that the le was
potentially dssgerous becasc of the amount of smcke and
that “fortunately the fire happoned M & time nO one was
slecping and residonts poticod the smoke immediately and goe
om safcly.”

What we have here is a mear tragedy, in an unsafe and
illegal rental owned by an ex-building inspecsor who lost his
job with the city for maintsining just such umits, And what
does the city propose to do now? Nothing, according 1o City
Attorney Luis Hemaadez. As long as the commercial space "
oot illegally rented again, the city plans no further (1) actom
againg M. Miller.

While tracking this stoey, | talked to many people abowt
Dennis Miller. No cac was willing to defend bam publicly. A
few offered pale excuses for what he had dooe. Miller, they
said, 1s by no mecans the woest landlord in lown. He probably
got messed up in this becmse as a building inspector be saw
what was really happening in ihe Jocal bousing murkes. As one
of his sepid defenders put it: “Dennis figured if everyone else
was doing it why oot him.”

Yes. It is true that the crime is buill into the system, and
that Denais Midler is not one of the big boys who makes the
system work, Rather he was yusd & COMmuge, small 1own build-
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ing mepector who took advantage of his ton 10 make
some bucks for himself. pes i

. Noe ded Dennis Miller do much to defend himself the one
f:mclmlbednoh-miopmon.lhndhimmummion
;op-wwn.watjngoonadﬂionwnhouw..&mbu.
middic-aged man, wih capenter’s bags on his hips, be wis
leading a crew of yosagor workers,

[ asked him about the Lincols Street fire.

“There have been a ke of untrue facts in the paper about
that fire "

“Lake whan ™

"No comment.”

I asked him aboet the unit zoned commercial thar was
being used for housing,

“Icant be respomsible for what people do in my bouses.
1 rented that out as storage.” 4

“AL $350 2 momh ™

“NO comment

I asked him sbout his carly retirement from the building
department, and that agitated him.

“I have 2o commment om that, and 1 doa't want any of thes
i the newspapers. [ have 1o five in this tows and pet along with
everybody and I doa’™s want this in the papers.”

After that it was “no commest™ (0 ove Question
femally lef. " =

I have no specific sugpestion for what would be Mr, Miller's
post descrts. Noe do 1 ke any great pleasare im sclling this
story, Demnts Miller is small potatoes, his crimes and misde-
meanors secomd page malerial. Asd yet our lown saffers from
his penty triumphs, as be lives i his own lovely $250.000
hane off the money be makes on nes-down rentals.

Seaall Time Slatudond Loarsad Tricks of Trade os City Payroll

Perbaps thase who will be most offended by the Dennis
Miller stary are the hooest landlords and landiadics who also
benefit from the free market in housing, but at Jeast try to live
withan its rules. Like the woman | was staading next o at City
Hall whes 1 first learned that Dennis Miller bad been 2
budlding inspector. This clderly lady, with thick glasses and a
heavy Slavoalan accent, dutifully bad come 10 the Building
Department 10 ¢heck if she could convert 3 room over her
garage into a logal rental,

When the infoemation abowt Miller came out, | was so
surprised that 1 was pliysically knocked off balunce, and |
plopped into a chair next 10 the counter. The would-be Landiady,
who had overbeard the crucial information about Miller, came
over 10 me, beet down, and touched my aem a5 if 10 comfon
me. Her milky blue pepils, preatly magnifiod by thick glasses,
wese just inches from my face. In a0 unstcady, but Jowd and
angry voie, she spat out her judpement of this case:

“Shame on Bt mas. Shame on him.”™

(December, 1990)




Progress and Poverty
Come to Watsonville

re there stall some “siagle-taxers™ out theve? 1 have boen
thinking about Henry Geoege quite 2 bit these days, as
Watsoaville bangs its head up against the contradictaon of the
noed for kw-income housing versas the high poice of lesd
George, bom in 1839 before the United Stales bocame an
mdustrial country, was a junior high s¢hool drop-out from a
pooe family. A trassplamed Californian, bhe made his living &
a San Francisco peimer and jommalsst. He bocame one of the
world's leading social reformers, and sithough his movemnent
all bt dssappeared in the carly part of this century, & is still
possible (and weaally a pleasure) %o find amoog us some
crazed enthusiast of his great gimmick: the single tax on land
Goorge's argument went somcthing like this. Privale mo-
nopoly of kand s both an ethical outrage and a8 cCOnNOmEC
disaster. i is morally repugnan because ™. .the ogual right of all
e 10 the wse of kand is as clear as their oqual right to beeathe
the air...it is a right whach is natural and inalicaable._and can be
limited onlly by the equal rights of others.”
Or, as God put it, back in (he days when God was asound
and Henry could score a point or two by quoting him:
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“And they shoudd build howses and inhabit them: and they

::a'l;p:n vineyards and caf the frasts of thesn. They Mlm

1 ancther mbabit; they shall ancthereat ™
(Isalzh 65: 21-22) i "~ b

?‘ot oaly is private ownership of laad an affront 80 these
qeaint old ideas of God, naturad rights, and peblic moralay,
but. according to Goorge. it s also respossible for poveny,

l!:my's theory of poverty was roceed in the American
frontier. George was here in Califomis when this outrs-
peously plentiful land which bad been taken from the ladians,
and thea from the Mexicans, was being grven by the American
govemment 0 the “Railroad Barons™ and “Castle Kings.”
Hewey argued that as long as only a fow were here towse it, the
land wis relatively cheap. As the land filled up, &5 poople
began 1o work i, as civilization developed, te lssd became
valuable. Not through the cffort of the dear lasdlond, but rather
through the collective effort of the whole community.

The “Land Lords,” however, hold tite 10 the land and
ch_amzlhemo(usm&nglyhlgh‘mnu"(umhi;haks
prices) whach swallow up nearly aill that we make through owe
own clforts, Thus, just like vassals (interesting bow these
feudal serms-—Barces, Kings, Lords— cropped up in the andi-
nary langeage of a supposedly democratic country), we work
10 make the Land Lords rich, sad as civilization advances,
POVEITY InCTeases.

Progress and Poverty, George called bés grest work, mnd
although 0o pedlsshing bouse would take it and ho had to peint
the first odition himself, evestually more coples of the book
were sold thas of any other work oo economics in the English
languagpe.

And out of that book, bés folkreees constructed a grest plan:
through a single tax on Land we could take the ssgost “rent”
from e Land Lords, and use i for the gencral good of the

Progeess and Poverty Comes o Watsoaville

commmmmity. All ogher taxes and means of rising revense would
be unnecessary. Through this one large tax, old Hank would
effectively expropriate the Land Loeds withou the social up-
heaval St would come from actually scizing their land
It was a big idea which promised revolutionasy change
through a singe reform. The sisgle tax movement spread from
(he West Coast 10 the Bast Coad, from New York 10 Ireland and
back again. The movement made Henry George adistingeiahed
mam of Jetters and almost made him mayor of New York,
Eventually the single-taxers were defeated. George bad
missed the pomk that explodtation can also be hased oo the
ownesship of factocies, and has movement bocame isolsed
from the urban working class. His theory remains today a
fading memory, kepe alive by a few fanatics operatiag out of
& handful of Hoery George Schools.
So why am | disturbing odd Hank's boses? Why thas hatle
discosse in American historical biography?
Al the risk of seeming an old crask, [ invite you to Jook st
Watsoaville from what is left of Henry's eyes
(1) In the mere twenty years that | have lived around bere,
| bave seen progress and poverty grow apace. Watsonville and
the Pajaro Vallcy are both richer and poorer (ham they were in
1970. A highes peecentage of people live m what cace were
called massioas, and a growing sumber bive in garages and
made-over chicken coops. Every year the agncultural com-
missioner reports higher gross receipts for the Pajaro Valley
(over $300 million in 1989), while the number of pooe
farsworkers imcreases. In one possible (probable?) future,
Watsonville will have moved, in 4 single generation, from &
modermely prosperous working class sown 10 a0 increasingly
popular California combanation ca the meow: 4 wealthy bed-
room community sitting next 8o 3 Mexican slum. If you want
10 cavision wiat we might look like afier 20 moee yeans of
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procemeal replacement of agricultural land by $300,000
townhoeses, think of Palo Ako and East Palo Ako. What
Coudd be more Georgian?

(2) Isn"t Proposason | 3 an almost direct inverse of the single
tax on land? By thal mfamous 1978 law we can't increase the
tax o0 kand to reflect its true market vabsc, 50 28 a community
wecan't beoefit from our overall economic development. Land
faxation & limited, 3o we have to cut back on libraries, schools,
commumity cenlors, parks, you name it. Sounds N
bke mandated progress ssd poverty o me. oy

(3) The price of an acre of downtown laad is reported 10 be
$600,000. Once you spend that much moncy, how can you
make good ca your investment? Build for rich people. Henry
George would approciate the irony: The high geice of land
makes any sensible use of & impossibde,

The list could go on. Once you stant Jooking through
Henry"s particular peism, it is surpeising what you cas soe, |
keave you with one kst agument.

Back i the 1870s, Heary Goorge argued that as 2 legal
eul.ly. San Francisco owned all the land withis its city limits.
lfu&vidnﬂpcopb-iﬂtholdludmlu.hhir“wim
rights to land shoudd always be held subordinate to the general
pood” Usder extreme condations this pninciple is embodied in
the g.ovcmmm's nght of emincat domain; George argoed
that in ordimary times the comemmmity’s claim %o the land
showdd be used 10 generate public revosues.

Watsonville faces what seems an Insurmountahle cootra-
dxum Llnd is 80 expensive 10 acquire that low-cost housing
1s impossible 1o build. We might be able to put a few units here
m.hmwﬂy&emm!au“m

Progress and Poverty Comes 10 Wasoavilic

How to find land for low-cost housing?

We need not brisg out the stick of eminest doesain. Our
mydnatyhntlmmm”udmloptd.m
agricaltural lasd, beautifully kocated for housing. We do not
harve (o take it away froos anyose. This land (enowgh room for
Motmmgunimltnpuks-damupkof
schools) already beloags 10 us as a commumity. | speak, of
course, of the Watsomnville Municipal Aieport.

Accordisg 1o the Register-Pajaromian, the mere sugges-
tion of using sirport 1and for bousiag brought gasps from %0
people at 2 Board of Realtoes luncheoa. That is 10 be expecied.
m&mctmmm-dmwdshmmm.un
constraction of low-income houses, A larger supply of mmex-
mmtnhm;mwm&cuhu&rfoubcmm:dlhoma
exorbitant rates. [t wouldn'| take the food off their tables, but
it miéght take the extra BMW out of their garages.

Nevertheless, it is perfectly reasomable 10 urge the real
estate people 10 join the debase on low -mcome housing, as oor
mmyadiduthemymw.ulongnwmp
im mind that asking them 10 debate low-income bousing is like
nkinglhchouodswdtbw:mm&cfomhouiduma-d

10 run.

But 2 debate is what it should be. Let"s decade the future
of the airpoet through political discourse ad mobulization,
rather than through some referesce to bureancratic regulation.
as some [n city government are now doing. A perfect example
is the ¢lakm that we can't close down the ainpoet because we
would have 10 repay the foderal government for &l the amport
imwmchyhneludwmun)em.mhmm
wn'wmnmmm.!mauitymclouooc.




Here is an opening quostion: What other plan is these for
preserving prime agricultural land and building a sufficient
number of low-income howses?

(March, 1990)



U0 Mo h of Main Stroet belore demodtion
(%o Kot F e Rrguiser- Pajuswnien |

The Post Office Wins a Prize

he Watsoaville Beaotification Commiteee, whatever that

may be, has declared cur aew post office, “Commercial
Building of the Month," which leaves me wondering what was
runner-ap — Loag’s parking Jot?

“Modern Prison hastitutional” is the way 1 would descnbe
the mew bullding. Made of nondescript brck and concrete
block. it sits behind a drive-fhrough lane and a smadl parking
Sot, and was designed, with the belp of 2 computer no doubd,
1o fit scambessly anywhere (n these fifly usaed ststes.

Inside is even worse, with not one decorative tike nor
brick. A maral of local histoey, like the ones that grace so
many 1930s WPA post offices, was 100 mach %0 ask, b
couldn't we have had some indication thal someoae in-
yolved in this peoject had taken o account Watsoaville's
¢climate or cultwre of hissory?

And the fines arc as long s ever. Alkough the Feds wore
willing to spend big backs buying land and dheowing 1ogether
» building. they see aawilling Lo spead any exira dollars %0 hire
pew clerks. So around soon-—given post office hoars and the
Bhours most of us work, the caly time we can get insdde the dama
phace — you still wait as Jong s half an hour o gt w0 awindow.
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Nouhuymmldciukmchuhubyboklngulln
clock om the wall. Like any police mterrogatson room, ther is
00 clock. Are they o cheap? Are they protecting themselves
from possible riots from Watsoavillians counting up wasted
hours wasting in line? Do they not want their workers 1o
thlhcdwk’?Ornunllmdagm:ddu&gnwﬂm
the building, like the perfoct prisom, outside ordisary cooed-
males of space s limo ?

The pot office mow squats, next 10 3 fenced-2n corgey lot,
on what was cace the 200 hlock of Main Sareet, A warking
class, Mexican and Fidipino mini-community, it incloded
Asthony s Fish Macket (by far the best in sown, with nothing
yet o roplace i), St. Vincent De Paul, two Mexican bars. the
ﬁlmcm.mmmmmm..m
stoee, & couple of small retal outless specializing in clothes
and wols, Discoteca (the best Mexican book and recond store
in town), three cheap restauranes including the old Jalisco
!tmnakxﬁaalnmwlhemlh)wmmm
blocks “uptowa”™ at the new Jalisco), two tire outlets and coe
Fange. some mun-down low-income housiog, aad a lively
stroet ufe.

Nt the carthquake, but the wrecker's ball and taxpayers’
moncy tumbled down @es Litle neighbarhood. Ex-City M-
ager John Rada coapsnocred this disasarous
deal in which the city paid moee than $6,500,000 to buy and
destroy the block, and then sold halfl of it 10 the Post Office for
$1.750,000 and the other Balf 1o San Jose developer Barry
Swenson for $250.000 down and a note for $650,000.

Yes, the numbers are right. Even if Swenson pays off the
mote {two and a half yean aficor he signed it be szill hasn'thogun
to do s0) the city will have kst $4 million oo the deal. Not to
menton the jobs that are gone, the low-income housing de-
stroyod rather than sefurbished, and the sallos tax revenoe lost,

n

The Posa Office Wins a e

did the ¢ 'lmamywmhmy?mwm
udv:yold city ::mcu (led by local mlux ad ex-city
councilman Rex Clark), the Mexikan/Filspeno neaghborhood
ﬂingd;hmlmﬁyﬂﬂmn.mml -
destroying M was a goo'dc place 1o begin the plan

ifcation of Watsonville.
Fn?oobdhlhut.mdhﬂy!au&.ﬂmmﬂmh
around. On the nocthwest side of lown, many sow
cn.pensivchnmsi!msoldl\nd—wuo(dl_wqmse;:
Bagry Swensos is unable to find any classy retml stores
wan! 1o locate in dowstown Watsoaville. an-mk the new
mycwoa‘l—poddodbymemnmmsuandunml
estate industry in City Hall, Toay Campos, who knows a bad
doal when he sees 00e~med in mid-December w closed
M|oqwﬁmm‘uwdommnuhokbbody
'w;hcu's pothing v do. The old mmmu four
million dodlars that were spent 10 destroy it, are gone forover,
Nomdnplmmhavcomuduhwmmm.Amw
wheme imvolves the old post office-—a charming, TWo ssory
building that fit perfectly with the downtown plaza. The city
pecently bought mismmwm(amsmn
Aodwhadoﬂ;:y-mtodouthn?l’hehwu pls'm
10 wse it for another fancy Mexican restaurant — ‘o tcmg‘
peopkdmumn.‘mcyay.mmwapeoplco
course. Those who will pay 800 much mosey 10-¢al bl-i.lood‘
seasoned with enough salsa o market the planners’ DEW
dreasn foe downroan: 4 quaint litthe Old Town, where tourists
will come %0 bay prettiod up piecos of slaughtered Meuxan

— (Jsauary, 1992)
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Earthquake Politics:
From Mexico City to Watsén

wirs standing outside and saw a chammey collapse o tho
bouse | had just left, but my peost Essling memoey of the first
day was Candy Dunne walking down our street, long hair
Joase hehind her, weench in band, calmly belping people tam
off beir gas lincs. No panic gripped the 20-some peopie
standing in the street, and some of us had already tarncd off
our gas, bt Candy”s compeience put many Of us o casc, even
¢ the black smoke froo a destroved mobele bome darkencd
the sky over our heads
We kot five homes on the 200 block of Prospect Sareet,
They jumped off thewr fouadaons and split their Nooes. Livieg
in those five homes wore nine Mexican families: two of the
houses were owned by the people who lived in them, the oaher
tdree were pentals. Of the ninc familses, cnc getarmed 10
Miexico, two moved 50 asother rental in Salinas, four now live
with relatives i other parts of Watsooville, and two are camp-
ing behind their wrecked hone » the backyard next 10 ours,
While the carthguake physically wrecked ose block and
dislodged about cae-tenth of cur numbers, it also made us into
aseighborhood, People who ussally do listle move than nod 1o
cach other, Immedisely bogan 1o shase food, waeer, and
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medicine. Later we moved casily in and cut of one y
. anoeher
hoam..kl.pmgnmhnumuld.hiwcwomespeum:
first night in the Jocal park, Buddied around big flees, sharing
fgodmylukm.mindiulhoniﬂbahoojwuwwap-
pumﬂ«mm.wwrwlwinu
immediate aea arcund Floodberg Park—Spanish, Englich
Serbo-Croatsan, snd Portupeese—but most people come from
xm«mm&:dummwm-
txgwn“olbcrqmbmlhmllvedlhmh"ﬁ&nfcwpcopk
:cllg;:dmdnchh&kxkoﬁtyin‘“aﬂlsma&n
n
The next day was spent cleaning up. Abost mid
. . two
mmvdnaﬂs-hdlmkmyingnvhmi:;z.m
that fn 30 people aad one that could house 100. They gave us
the ene for 30, and we spent & couple of hours logether setting
x;;.hmwdutnmym'hckm.mmlu
our children under five, two women
walssadiy (0one peegnant ) and
“Who are you guys™™ | ssked the moen who had
brought the
lont, as we were pulling it up,
‘Mhiokcaad)ia.”uiddnhmm.hdymomn
two who pat more than one senlence herat ati
“Sust Mike and Jis?" o
“Yep, just Mike and Jim from Beoecia ™
“When do you waat the tent back ™"
"Whenever you are dome with il. One week, two weeks,
WO years, whenover”
M’l’!’l:;f&ndmmemm 100 poople, bet our street
" . 1 seggessed gt call Migrant Media
where 1o put it up, g ' b
“No," said Mike, "“we don't deal with 8o ) s |
3 A agencies. Thas is

Earthguake Moktics: From Mesico 0 Watsds

mkwmuumammummdm
' Lamdladics brought sacks of groceries 10 her
Lenants. several tames cars simply drove theough the neighbor-
Modaoppiuoﬂfood.mnndckadﬁmm.l
shde&o(ubemmmunlodmsmmm
filled with moch desired Pampers where she was from,
She put ber fosefinger o her lps.
“Shah. We are ot supposed 10 be doing this, But I'H be
dammned if | will sit there with a warchouse full of stuff, when
there are poopde out here who need it.”

Those first night stones of the 1985 Mexico City quake stayed
with me all week. In my neighborbood, we were living, in
mmuﬁhﬂhwndm&kmmmmw
was 8.1 0a the Richier scale, more (haa ten times greater thas
what we felt i Watsonville. From $.00010 50,000 poople died
(depending v whom you belicve) and miles of the ¢ty
(umbled down. But i the midst of the rubble, Mexicans found
nmpoliwdunammdlngddwmnhu.m;lmme
cily—mjuutaamﬂcofmpa.bm(a'ﬂs—mpk
within their neightochoods and 0n their own initiative sook
mdMW.MWr&um:ﬁowm
wllbpidanddmrllompeopbwwhw
buikSags. They distribused medicine and food; people onga-
m:dwwdispmdandm«m.ﬂnymupnigh-
barhood shelters, they cared foe the injured, and gave solace
1o those who lost families.

While the people were taking care of business, the govern-
ment cither did nothimg or actually interfered with e rescue
fforts. In the first 12 hours there was no official commest oc
sction whatsoever. President Miguel de [a Madnd, holed up in
Nsmideoccubmﬁnm.didm.uwhmuymil%



hours after the first shock, When the police and semy finally
hit the streets, they cordoned off arcas and tried 10 prevent
fescue Icams from entering damaged buildings. Neither the
army nor the police ever worked with pick and shovel; rther
they peotected the bulldozors that were beougha in 1o finish off
the destructzon. When some elements of the police staniod to
sell ecacue supplics amiviag in Mexico from around the world,
neighbochood commitices weal straght to the alrpont and
coafiscated the cargos & they came off the planes, and then
distribuied them through thesrs own new ly-cmerped organiza
lions.

The expericace was so intense that it changed the Mexican
lmguage. The two words “sociedad ofvil ™ which before the
carthquake had been used only in rather obscure political
discourse, became common currcacy. They came 1o mean, is
the wonds of Carlos Monsiviiss, “ef esfuerio comunitario de
awdogestion y solidaridod, ¢! espacio indeperidiente del
gobiermo... " ("self-genersted communmity power and solidar-
iy, the space independent of the government™).

Andd just as that phrase wis used over sad over by political
commentators 10 cxplain what was happening, in the streees
the meaning of the word “chilango™ changed forever, A
ohilange is 3 native of Mexico City, sad umil Sepeember 19,
1985, the day of the carthguake, it was a term of derision. A
week later people were saying with pride, “soy chilango. ~
Prade an the fact that dospwse the borror of the disasier, desprite
the active opposition of the govenmess, the people of Mexico
City had ocganized theds own rescuc and recovery. [ felt a liode
of that same pride when | saw Candy walking down the sereet,
accompanicd by a fow people of the neighborbood, shutling
off the gas. Hey, we can &0 it here om Prospect Street, here in
Watsonville, we neod neithor experts nor government offs-
cials, we can take care of ourselves.

100

Earthquate Polincs: Foom Meaxo o Wande

1In Mexico, the high of solsdanty and cooperation lassed
foe several weeks. Those woeks fundamentally changed Me -
can politics. The politacad self-confidence that Mecans found
amidst the disaster, coupled with the government™s comupton
and belplessaess, made the Céndesas campaign and the PRD's
clectoral challesge 10 PRI possible,

in Watsomville, the exhilaration that comes from hamsan
solidarity lasted only a few days, What its loag-4erm political
effects will be, nobody knows.

It is mo exaggoration to say that before the quake Watson
ville s100d & 2 crocial moment in its history. On the one side
we have the political coasciomacss developed in last year's
frozen-food workers™ strike, plus the imminent seplacement
of the Anglo, business-orienicd ity council by a district
elected counsil ca which Mexican sad working class neigh-
borhoods will have some official voice, On the other side, in
opposition 10 these forces, aee large real estale isserests that
want to transform Watsoaville into & rich bedroom comme-
nity for San Jose, displaciag Mexican workers sad destroymg
our agriculural lands.

In the midst of that struggle, the quake bz, damaging svach
of downsown, whose futare was alicady beiag contested by
community and real estate groups; it also destroyed moce than
400 houses, the majority of which were i poorer neighbor-
hoods and housed the very people the realion wamt 10 remove.

Watsonville will be rebuilt. But in what way, and guided
bywﬁchwhclp&a?lwgmwelookwdnmmpko(
Mexico, and T close thas listle exsay with four demands,
mMywmvdtmmnWoomibﬁ
mngwin!hednmdmﬁuhhswmoﬂm

(.l) Full distribution of all relief supplica. No warchouscs
full of sents while people sleep in cars.

1



(2) Massive construction of low -secome Bousing, with the
butidiag besng done, 35 much as possible, by the people who
will live in those houses.

(3) Everyone (renter, lcasee, owner) has the right so returs
to the place they were living or doung business before the
quake, in whasever structure is rebuilt on that spot.

{4) No structure that can be rebealt should be destroyed.
We do not want a beand new town, We want 80 save as much
& wo cam of our old one,

(November, 1989)
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Cheldiocn ot school desrkct demoasacsion
| Moo ‘m'nﬁﬂ!’sﬂ'fwm.

Where Does the Money Go?

FL\( the past several woeks a couple of hundred icachers,
other school cmployees, and pascats have fought a pood
fittke harde Inside the Pajaro Valley Unified Schood Distnict.
Some two hundred of us overwhelmed a couple of boasd
mectings — bangaeg sticks, chanting shogans, applavadmg oo
fricnds, even hissing ovr coemics. lna forum ususlly reserved
for tedious, jargon.ridden nit-picking, we made clear sad
passionaic arguments, artculate pheas. and specific proposals
in real laaguage. Or so it seemed 1o me.

Petiticess, small moctings, keaflets, big mectings, juicy
gossip, fast-travelling rumors and Jokes, serious Conversa-
tions among people who rarely get the chance %o talk 10 cach
other, we had it all: & tastc of genuinely demacratic politics.

We won mare thas we lost, We forced the school bossd to
give the tcachers & five percomt raise, instcad of e three
porcent they intended %o give. (The extra two percent aulo-
matically extends to clasificd woekers, 100.) We pressared
the union officials 10 push harder for the supend for extra
crodentials (the stipend issoe Is mostly aboun the district’s
slow betrayal of bilingual seaching and tcachers). And finally
we ralsed so many questions sbout the school district budget

W



that the board was obliged o schedule a Novembor 20th
mocting with only coc em on the agenda: how 1o cut
administrative expenses. Nooe of s would have happened
wilhout Our mEme-movement,

Within each victory there was abso a defeat. Our “raise™ is
0o raise at afl, as it does not even keep wp with inflaton
Although the AFT is mow taking a strosger line 00 the stipesd,
once agaie, we didn"t get . And although we have a moctmg
on sdosissstrative curs coming ep, the schood board immeds-
mcly used our wage Mle & an cacuse 10 make two millon
dollars in unnecessary cuts of basic programs and scrvices in
e schools.

The key woed is “wanccessary.” While it &s true that the
state begishature is slowly strangling peblis: oducation, it is also
true that plenty of moocy is wasted in local school districts.
The PVUSD is no exception,

Our school district reccives almost $70 msllion from the
Sue of California and other sources. At kast report, 16,275
students were enrolied. That means the district gecs more than
$4,000 10 educate each studeat. With about 30 studeats in &
class (there are actually a few more) that makes approxinsstely
$120,000 of resources per ¢lassroom.

What a joke. Only abost hadl of that $120,000 ks taken wp
by the salarses and benefits of the teachers, sides, custodisas,
and secretanes whose work s essential w0 cach classroom.
Another small percentage goes for the maserials avaslable wo
those workers. The rest is caton up in the administrative (&S -
faddic of a bloated edocational burcavcry.

Look at the district office on Blackbum Street. A ot of
necessary work gets dooc there — mostly by low pasd secre-
tarics and clerks. But those offices also house nineteen (191)
Superiniondents, Assistant Superiniendents, Special Assis-

m

Where Does the Moncy Go?

1sats 1o the Superiniendents, Directons, and Assistant Divoe-
tors, soae of whom have any regelar contact with stadents,

Many (not all) of these self-described “educatorns™ keep
themsehves busy in meeting afice meeting, luncheon afier
hemcheon, talking over the popular slogans of the day: “re-
structuring”’ sad "stratogic planaing™ arc currently in fashsca,
before that it was “self-estoem.” and when | came back iato
tcaching nine years ago, i was “hack 10 basics.” These
conversations are almost endliess, filled with incomprehen-
sible educationese, suck up bundreds of thousands of dollars
(if mot more), and accomplish alesost nothing. Their min
Wmopﬁfyhmumdingwnmemhop@-
istrators, and o make them feel they deserve their tig salanes
and c accounts.

ll(.'rmw:.:lo find this wasted money in the school
district budges. Past of the purpose of the budget of a public
q:myiswhkkmmemoocywu.-dﬂmnmlu
items labelled ~Administrative Faddie-Faddle™ or “Meaning-
Sess Mectings.”™

Nevertheless, we have Jearned a bot i the last sevenl
woeks of struggle, and we have fosnd a few ombarrassing
W.mmmmmdhul«uxdm
the mini-impenial style of Superiatendent Merill Gram, whose
office is budgeted for $358,000.

Cozad hascome up with some telling comparsons. Grast's

milkcage allowance is $7,500 (30,000 males a year al

25 cents a milc) whsle the milcage allowance for school field
trips varses from a bigh of $1.755 at Aptos High School to a
low of $151 m Alianza His “other supplies™ and “other
cxpenm“addupwm.Mcxcnydnmumuwu
saved earlicr this year by climinatisg the insurance that
covered stadents who ase accidently injured at school



But 3t is soo casy 10 cap on Merrill, s obvious public
relations frond and two-but bully, The problem is systemic;
Mernldl is only parn of i,

Dunag e last set of nogotiations, the AFT found other
budpet ligurcs fully as damagieg as Grast's padded official
expenses. How does a $1,500,000 shash fund grab you?

hisnlatlkcmnpliammvmiamwme
numbers, [mthe 1990-'91 Budget, the district plassed 10 spend
2,395,263 “warestricted” dollars on line item #4300, “Instroe-
tional Materials and Supplies.” In fact, that year they speat
oaly 595,358 “warestricted” dollars on that em. That makes
$1.300.905 that was transferred oul of that account 10 some
place else. Did they make an adjustment in '91-"92, scaling
down theie badget %o reflect what they had spent the year
before? No. Rathor, forthes year they have budgeted 2.4054,137
“earcsencied” dollars for the same thing.

Get the drift? Thoy knowingly overbadget s important
sounding ilem and then e the exira moncy any way they
phease. A classic slush fund, it is no doohe the source of some
of the “discretionary fends™ that the top administrators use to
secresse (hewr power and peestige.

Of course, in a budget of $70 millicn, not every peany can
be spent as plassed. Moncy has to move from sccount 1o
account, i woukl be impossable 10 operste if it coulda’t. Noe
i% Ihere any evidence than anydody is doing anything illegal,
As far as we ksow, nobody bas vacationed in Tahiti on our
childeen’s moncy,

Novertheless, the administration showld be able 1o tel] os
where the $1.500,000 went kst year, especially when ihey
have overbodgeied by almost the same amount this year, Bt
according 10 the union negotistons, whes they asked for an
accounting of this money, the administration declined.

Where Docs the Money Oo?

Meanwhile, the schools are suffering a shortage of exactly

-Mlhcmmﬂ)%hsmdmbuy.htﬁwdom&hool.
for example, cach teacher bas $500 per year 10 pay for hacac
supplies. These include pensils, paper, chalk, anpl.cs. and two
cents a copy for use of the school copy machine. Peggy
Mocrisca. who teaches second grade at Freedom, roponts that
she has 10 spead & minimum of $30 a moath of hes own maney
just her classroom going.
" ::yblaﬁm'sm is not unasoal. Ask any 1eacher.
Or better yet, join together with the leachers, puwu. and
clMMWdilanWMy.hw
20h a1 Apeos High School at 7:30 PM, whea administrative
cuts will be officially on the agenda.

Tewmwmyhubkloiqmmmymot

“oducators™ im oeder 10 help educale our .

e - ’ (November, 1991)

1o



L S Y 5 LTSRS PR L ——

15

Democracy and its Enemies

& do ot live in a democracy; in Watsoaville, aad i the
United States of America, the people (demos) do sot
rale (hrasos), This ts not exactly news. Bul during our recont
struggies with local educational burcaucrats, we got Some
new evidence about just how et -democratic our socsety has
become
The people are ausumed 1o be anpid. Most of the school
board. and all the top burcancrats, think that ordinary people
can not understand the school budget. Sherree Brown, Supes-
visoe of Accountiag, mtroducod her special preseatation of
the bodzet by calling # “complicated and technxal.”™ Hob
Peterson. Assistant Superimendent in charge of Business
Services. descrived a J-200 form as “complicated diffcultse
understand.” For these administrators, “explaining” the bad-
get 1O parcals was a2 wasie of tisee, like tryimg 10 wach
astropluysics 10 preschookers
The budget, however, is pat sogether in soch & way s W
make it Bard 1o understand. Most of the recent confusion Came
from the fact that the official school district badget does not
list acsual expondmres. That last Tact is worth restatmg. The
badgot of the Pajaro Valley Unificd School District, the one



made available 1o pareats snd used by the school board to
ovorsee district spending, lists kst year's Adopted Budget and
next year's Proposed Budget, but does mot show East year's
Acteal Expeaditares. The distnct also koeps mo peblic recond
of budget tramsfiers, making it impossible 10 track moacy as it
moves from padded acoownts (like Instructional Matenals and
Supplies) to become disoretionary money in the seskeadingly
Jow accounts of the top administrators,

Thus, it took our parcet group many hours adding up
scores of columas in computer prmt-outs 10 determine that La
year the supermiendent”s office actually spent $461.387.03,
although the Adopted Budget lists him as speadiag $290,
337.00. Funhemuoce, given the current budget process, we
have no way of knowing from which accounts thoso catra
dollass came.

The bodget process, as it now exists, is thoreughly and
completely ami-democratic. Much like modern can which are
built so that thoy cannot be weeked on by ordinary backyard
mechanics, the FVUSD budget is compated in soch a way tha
is hard 10 follow all the hoses, beles, aad wives. Having
coastructed 1t that way, the money people in the district then
1ell us we showdd mot waste our (and (heig) time trying 10
understand the budges, bat rather leavo i to the experts who
alome can comprehend its mysienous secrets.

One of the basic faiths of democracy is that regular people
can undenstand public tssoes. [t is a common Criticism of our
age thal public decisions have become so complicated that we
maust rely on the opinioas of experts and iechnictans. What the
struggle over the school budget revealed is thal the experts and
techmicizns inside the PVUSD make no atiomngt 1o prescet the
money figures in a simple, casy 10 understand format, and
thereby ensure thele continoed liberty 1o make decisions frec
of school board aad public control.

12

Domoceacy and its Epernies

Sawmmvhrﬁghlbmcdmpmﬂedm'u
Schood district election laws nit only guaranics over-repre-
seatation of the affluent and under-repeescatation of the poor,
but abso eatarely disqualify larpe pambers of posential voters.
This ks the way it works. Of the 6010 75 percent of the parcots
in the dsarict who are Latino, perbaps & many as balf of them
nmmmmotuwmmmmmum
of the commmanity, taxpayers and workers who produce much
of the Pajaro Valley's wealth, people who have lived in tbc
area for many years, but not cizens and not eligible %o vose in
mym.mumwmmmwm
pdm(uumxwmwib)nduhmofhm
mystwaumlhu;mpuyhml. o

(htopol&k.lhexmol&mhnﬁxmmm

a0 district clections, which woeld impeove the chances
dmwinommmiooomlxmnhethlboud
currently does not have any Latino member, although the
sludents are overwhelmingly Mexican and Latino.) Desarict
mmmliummcmmmmmwm
ville. would ot solve the problem of diseafranchised noa-
cilm-mmbmomnmwany.hniawldbcnmnﬂ
step towasd democracy.

The incredible rudoness of the school board toward par:
coks—ithe most fecem example was making Smpeqh wt
for hours. until literally the middic of the night, for their fiem
wmopmuneumda—-qnotuybcundemmm
mlewummlmmmmm
mmyofdmmmm»ﬁmw\wm
out of affice.

Grigs? Certainly, Hopeless? No. People rule (democracy ) has

nmlymmdiuhcwoddumyﬂﬂngnmﬂmuw
astlehopto(mcommwd.nﬂncmndgodowudr
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ahajo. No democratic institutions bave lasied very long in the
world, sad cven the best institutions never guarantee true
people power. Democracy always depends on the continuing

participation of the people, themuelves, people humgry for
collective self-cule.

And by those standacds, we scored a few democratic
victones bere in licthe old Watsonville im the last few months.
When lagrid Obrecht, 3 pasent concemed about the aducation
of ber children, fosad the $326.000 “computer erroe™ in the
budget (a mistake that had gose unrecognized by all e
experts and technicians in our school district), that was a
victory for democracy, When more than 300 parents showed
op m the school board meeting, demanding that the found
$326,000 be wsed 10 restore bus service for their kids, teat was
a victory for democracy. And finally, when the pasents” group
decided not to wail for School Bosed appeoval of owr demand
No il ("a commumity oversight commitioe will be formed
and will become an stcgral part of the badges process™) but
rather, simply declared ourselves the new Budget Oversight
Commitioe, and then proved it by doing #t, that was a victory
for democracy.

S0 it grves me great pleasure as an official ssember (mem-
bership s open to all who atend mectings) of the PYUSD
Budget Oversight Commamee %0 invite all members of the
community 10 the next school board meeting on Wednesday,
Decomber 11, 3t T30 PM, at Aptos High School, where we will
continoe cur fight for democratic schools in a demsocratic
SOCkety.

(December, 1991)
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Hey Jaime, Don’t Blame the Kids

Thc stakes are high in Stand and Deliver. In the opening
frames the hero drives through Los Angeles, leaving a
high paying job and a prospesous hife for harder work and
lower wages teaching at a barrio high school. Theough his VW
window he sees the life awasting the fallures amoag bes
would-be students: selling oranges in the street, riding 10 aday
labar job in the back of a pick-up truck, or just hanging ot
down these mean streets. A threat lurks behind every scenc in
s classroom. Dyop out of this class and become a chicken
man, working with the Colooed,

School: the mada place in our iwo-tier California where if
you were nol clever enough to be o at e %op, you just
might be able 10 work yous wiy 10 it Schook: where we select
the few who will have pood jobs, decent homes, and ¢nough
moacy not 10 have 10 count their peanics i thelr old age, and
whese we tcach these lucky ones that they deserve sach bives.
School: where we tell the vast majority who will live out thelr
lives in the hower tier that they desenye 10 be there, & they
neined their chances with lack of disciplise, o drags, or early
pregnancy, of not working hand ¢aough, oc by being jest 100
dumb. Scheol: better odds than the lottery, but not by mwch.



e s

The hidden trap of Saend and Deliver is that cur schools
cxist in @ society without enough of the good life 8o go around.
Everycae can't wis in school; if everyone won, who would do
the dirty work? Who would produce the food, fabricase the
alursinum window frames, carc for the children, and suese the
old? Those we jobs for the people who bose.

School is all about winners and losers. and learning which
onc you are,

50 it 18 no surprise that during the presidential debates,
George Bush named Jaime Escalante as his No. | hero, Why?
Not just because Escalante was chaieman of Hispanics for
Bash. although that was 2 piece of 4. Rather, bocause he keops
alive the idea that anybody can make it. “You gol whal it takes.,
ese, [will make you a winner,™ e says. “You can beal racism
and poverty, you cas work your way 10 Lhe top.”

George Bush, and his pecp school buddies, need this
message. They need o kocp everyone m the second tier
thinking that their chaldren cam work their way into the fiest
one; wnd they especially need that idea’s crucial corollary: of
you don’t make il, you have only yourself 10 blame.

Ever wonder why we have so many kids in our classes?
Ever think, this is crazy, [can"t teach all these kids ? We are not
meant 10, We are supposed to find a few special cacs asd send
them on their way to being the first Hispassc this o that, And
the rest? The ones we don't have the time of resources 1o get
to? Well, we cam’t all go to Stanfoed. Somebody has 10 cook
the fast food on Freedom Bowlevard,

The “sodation™ 10 the crisis in our schools is not Hero
Teachers. If we want good schools, we will have %o build a
sochery with escugh pood jobs, houses, and & secure old age
for everyone. That will take a fight, inside and culsade our
classrooms. My hope for our stadents is thal we caa belp thom
sec themselves as powerful and effective buman beings who

will join s in that fight. ( 1




Mawyor Oscar R ot the Watsonnilie Ascpon
(Fss Miie My ColdomRe poter Paparonion,

It’s a Class Thing

Cmcodk Mayo, 1991, the Plaza. It was a good party, there
is no denying tat. A warm day, plenty of people, pood
music, delicious food, spintad daacing i the streets. Quite &
difference from last year”s Chamber of Commeree sponsoned
“cclebrataon” where a $5 admission fee kept mamy Meoxican
famnilies standing behind barricades, waching other people
cat and play.

Even the old National lce and Cold Storage baalding
cooperated. Once a part of Watsonville's booming frozen
food indastry, it has stood vacant for years, an obvious symbol
of that isdustry’s decline. A few days before the party,
someone lorched i, and on the 3ed and 4th of May a foul
smelbing black choud darkened the city, & the fise department
docided to et the old relic bum. Miraculousdy om the Sth of
May, the cloud (which later was revealed (o be Jadon with
ashestos) disappeared, asd we cclebeated under clear skaes.
O the 6th of May, a small clood and the acrid smcll retarned.

Forget, foe 2 moment, the cloud's dark presence. Wisa't
this celebration a fitting cageessacs of what is being called
hereabouts the “Latinization of Watsonville™? You have beard
the kitany of progress: the sew census which officially recog-
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mazed that Watsoaville is more than 60 percent Latso; the
pedicial redistricting victory which brought a progressive
Latino 1o the city council for the first limne over, and which
promises o Seliver ot Ieast two Lalinos to office im the pext
clections; the growing mflueace of LULAC (the League of
Uniied Latin Amenican Citizens) in city government; Spanish
translations M city councal mectings, as well as free Spanish
classos for city employees: and even the emergence of Ef
Andar, nself, an established balingual monthly, promoting
Latano culture and the lefVliberal cause

Tt all fies sogether quite mcely. With oty couacil member
Oscar Rios and LULAC heavy - Moer Celia Ovganista a5 “Geand
Marshalls,”™ Caco De Mayo 1991 scemed only an appeticer for
that great rallly yet to come when Latinized Watsoaville fully
emerpes as Oscar bacomes our first Latino mayoe,

Re-coler the cloud, What this triumphant amalysis ob-
scures i that for Watsonville's Moxicam working class, the
last four years (since the 1987 frozen food strike) have boen an
wamatigaied disaster. [n the fGelds, the UFW is bt a shadow of
s old self (or, in the words of tho Ohloae Indians, has bost its
shadow entirely). Transformed from a mass movement 10 &
public relations operation, Chavez's lamworkens umon now
has caly 000 row crop contract, ot Sakata Farms. Elsewhere,
union contracts have heea replaced by labor contractons, and
wages have falles from & high of $7.50 an bour all the way
down to §5.

Life in the cannenies is even worse, with the industry in a
dowmward spiral of saknown depth, We have lost a thousand
yoba since the sirike (and 35 many xs 3000 in the lat \en years)
and wages are now $6.67 aa hour, down about a half dollar
from whea the sindke began

The loss of canncry jobs, combined with an increased
number of immigrants flecing Mexico's grim economic <ri-

n
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s 2 Class Thng

sis, mneans than even Watsonville's one sure protection against
abject poventy — strawberry picking — is 80 longer cnough,
as the fickds aro overrun with 800 many people chasing too fow
jobs.

Noe does it siop with fewer jobes af bower wages. Reots nise,
wellare bemelits are o, social 3ervice agoncics a¢ in per-
petual crisis, and the schools continoe %0 produce more drop-
ouls than graduses.

It's a class thang. As 2 small number of Latano businessmen
and peafessionals have gained ground in cicy politics, Mex)-
can workers and thewr famalics — who make up perhups 40
porcent of the town's popelation and whose labor is respom-
sible for its wealth - falll further behind.

fewould be woong, however, 10 hold the sew Latiao/Liberal
alliance rexponsible for economic dsasier in the Mexcan
comenunity. Although it is tree that this informal concert has
ity contreld of the ity council, the councd’s power Is
lmated. The real rulers insown (sd the people truly sesponsibie
for our economic troubles ) ave the tramsnationals who dominate
local agribesiacss, the ofd timers (mostly Yegoslaviass) who
stall owen roach of the Laad of the Pajaco Valicy, and ihe large real
cstate developers who are trying 10 tum Watsonville i an
upscale bedroom community for Sam Jose.

But the council is not toally a ceremonial, symbolic body.
It does have some indepondent pOWST, SOME FOOEN LD MANCY-
ver, some abilicy 10 shape Watsonville's future. How will this
limiled power be used? Who will & help?

This question is yet tobe decided, but the carly indications
are not good. A basic peoblem here is that politicians, of
almaost any stripe, want 10 be elected, and then re-chocted. At
the ssoe time, Watsonville™s workmg class does not vose.
Most, because thay are prevenied from voling, others, because

e
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council will play 1o the people who vote, even though they
may have sympathy for those who doa’t.

Let's look a1 oac example. Rest coatrol is overwhelm-
ingly supported by Watsoaville workers, wha often pay more
than half their checks for substandaed, overcrowded, illegal
min;.nnyuwnpdpcmmmppmdmuml
wuwwunm&mn:ymmcdmin
teadreds 10 urge the new <ity council 10 conlrol feats.

Bot when e issue came before the ity comacil # wis
“sent 10 committee” where it was supposed 1o be siloatly
bursed. Not oae member of the city council spoke for it Off the
pecord, the lberals explainod that & rem control law would
onlyiedmlmallela:w\.wbtmdnywoddbedmm
and “all ouar recent gains” would be ket Even Oscar Rios,
mﬂddmduﬁ-owm.nidmamm
in defense of this measure which would slmost immediately
transfer money from mostly white landlonds o mostly brown
tesants.

LULAC's performance was cven more discouraging.
Ri;uammeemhqu&c.mfmuof&oldmwcily
council. 8 LULAC reprosentative spoke out strongly for rent
control. But once the liberals 100k power and decided this
issue was 100 hot %o handle, LULAC, not wanting o do
nymiulomucitlmnd:iudfwc.lah&vp.

Duneg the Cinco & Mayo party | sat at the Watscaville
Housing Action Cooumimee's table with Francisco Juarez. |
have known Francisco since 1977 when we cut caulifiower
together at Valley Harvest (Valley Verga, we called 1), and
his story shows st how complicated these class guestions
can be. Francisco was bom is Hundacareo, Michoacin, ooe of
the small Mexican 1owss which regularly soads its men aad
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women Lo work in the Unitod States. He arrived in Wastsosville
in the carly 1970%, slong with bis mother and father, worked
in the fields from 1973-'84, and then in the local UFW office
in those grim years from "84 to "89. While working during the
day he attended night classes #t Radehif Adalt School and
Cabnillo College. He mow works for the wellare department,
daily delivering mostly bad news and dimimached checks to
impoverished Mexicans. His mother still woeks i the fickds,
and s father works in a nursery.

Fraocisco has & beight fumare. He s sman, hamdsome,
thoroughly bilimgual, and a hard worker, And yet he sits u the
WHACO table, talking up the program that the Latino/Liberal
allsance finds 30 incoaventent: reat control, an mclusionacy
ordinance which mandales low mscome housing, and mirpon
conversion. Francisco, with one fool i professsonal life, but
with the rest of his body and soul in the Meoucan working
class, knows that he makes 80 trec advance separate from his
own people.

He is not alose. The political direction of Watsomwille™s
professicoal and scosi-professional Latinos is oot a setthed
mamer. A rebaidt Mexican working class movessent would
Mnract many moee people like Framcisco to its sido. And il is
only sech a movement — almost eatirely facking in contem-
porary Watsonville since the near death of the UFW and the
decline of cannery worker strength — which would be ¢a-
peble of chalkenging the power of the real rulers of the city.
That, in turm, would produce Latino polaticians with the
courage 10 take a firm stand for things like rest costrol. And
then we would have trae reason 10 celebrate.

(May, 1991)
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Good Liberals and
Great Blue Herons

very year [ take a group of students from Radcliff Adult

Schoaol 1o Elkhorn Slough. This year | weat twice, the
scoomd (e with another seacher, Sarah Ringler, aad & group
of younger stodents, 15-18 year odd high school and jumior high
school deopouts, trying to make their way back into the school
sysicm while maintuning some measure of self-eespect.

They aro fine, eoergetic kids. Mamy of them speak &
marvelous language, mixing Spanish and English in a rapid
fire delivery of jokes, lies, and mwalts, designed 10 crmpdasize
their internal cobesion and shicld themselves from outsiders.
They face a grim future, with scither decent jobs nor housing
Bt they are ot without hope, and they seems determined 10
have a pood tme — &s moch fun as they cam dospeie thesr bleak
prospects,

Pant of a four-car casavan, 1 drove a group of five young
womnen the six miles from downtown Waltson (a5 they call i)
over the Pajaco Bridpe, out Salinas Road to Elkhors Road asd
the Elkhom Shough vismors conter. Like my own cluldron, as
1 chaufTeur them around town. the students ratthed on, oblivi-

0US L0 MY PIEsence,



"Ovoooh, Jook a1 him, geé fine.”

“He goes with Letty, la hermana de Earique.”

“Shit, [ am better than her, que no™"

Matters of the heart s0¢ the constant theme. Life at school
seems 0o be a lension between sexual encrgy and fear of being
cmbarrassed in fromt of friends.

“Anybody bees here befoee, heh”™

“la e fith grade.”

“What's it kike, heh™

“Fucking boring. No hay nada, Birds and waler, bieds and
wter.”

Birds and water is what it was when Portola and his crew
arived in 1769, There was other wildlife 100 « wolves, elk,
stelope, docr, rabbits, mountain lsoas, bobeats, grizzly bears,
ad coyoles — but what wis most remarkahle were the
thousands and thowsands of birds, in magaificent variety,
drawn %0 the arca by the cxensive wetlands: a river that
dominated the valley floor, many lakes, and a large system of
sloughs that meandered from the foothills 10 the sea. These
fiest European men to soe Watsdn were not aafamilise with the
pristine beauty of Native American Califomia. Carcfully,
they named cach place, What thoy saw heve they called, £Y
Valle del Péjaro, Bird Valley.

Despite moce thas 200 years of syscosatic draining,
pumping, and filing of the wetlands, much of the wister and
masy of the bards remain. And not just m the official sancoe-
arios like Elchoen Slough. We still have five naterad lakes, and
m extensive system of showghs — Hansen, Harkins, Gallighan,
Struve, Watsoaville — which, mmanmgly enough, sasin a
fair amount of plant, animal, and bard life s our eeda,

But act for long. Three major developments, currently
marching lowards city council approval, will effectively de-

Good Libesals and Great Blve Heroos

stroy the sloughs that remsain within the city limits. The
moving of the soil, the grading of the laad, a0d the comstruc-
tion of howses and roads scheduled on the properties of
Messes. Jay Lohr, Mort Console, and Norman Schwartz, taken
together, will do in the shoughs.

Some water willl remain, just as il docs behind Watsoaville
Square in Strave Slough om the cast side of North Maia, but
waler is oaly part of what makes up a slough, and the wildlife
associated with i, The hally prasslands that border the waler
are imegeal to the syssem that provides a home for rabbits,
several vareties of mice, moles, voles, shrews, weasels,
snakes, salamanders, and birds.

Building down to ten or twenty fect of the flood line may
leave some waler daring the winter, but it does not protsect a
slough. If you waat to see what will happen to the extensive
wetlands ca Watsonville's westorn border, take a look a1 the
ogped brasnbde in Watsoaville Slough behind Portola Heights,
or glance, as you drive by on North Main, at the Jose pair of
egrets who sit behind Clothes Out, in what remains of the
westen odge of the eastern Struve Slough.

Many of the people who are making the decesons which
are going 1o allow this %o happen are reasonable liberals who
pride themselves foc their progressive atitudes snd opinices.
Why are they moving full speed ahead cn these develop-
ments? They make ome basas argument in thesr defense: we
need 1o pot Jow-income howsing somewhere.

The srgument stinks. The Jay Lobr “Villages™ has plans for
136 low-income undts, another 100 moderate- income howses if
e scw inclusionary ordinance s applicd (o e development,
and some 900 expeasive hoanes. Do the affocdable units pastafy
the project? Some progressives say “yes, a few umits heve, and
a few units there, and it ol adds up.” Yeah, and a few acres of
wetlands gone here, and a few gone thore, and no more bards.
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Moreover, there is no guaranice that the othes Two projects,
Console and Schwartz, will provide any kow-income housing
at all. The new inclessonary ordinance, which supposedly
would cover these projects, mandales ondy that the developers
baald 25 percent moderale income housing, We do need
moderate incoene housing. but a litthke honosty plcase. In
exchange for destruction of the i<y sloughs we get a large
suath of expensave bomcs sold mostly 1o people from out of
sown, phas a good percentage of housing affoedable to howse-
holds making between 20,000 and 38,000 dolkars a year, and
a few Jow-income wmics.

Haed choices, you might say, bet soaoething has 1o give,
We need low and moderate-mcome housing, and we need o
preserve our agricolrensl land. Perhaps building 1o the edges
of the shoughs is the kast worst choice,

What makes this argument so infenating is that not all the
choilces are being conskdered. Whas sbout the 290 acves a8 the
airpont? Closing the airport would allow us 1o build 1,500 eaits
of moderate to kow-income housing, a karge public park, many
miniparks, sad three schools, all the whale protecting our
agrcultural lands and our wetlasds. What would we have o
give up? An sarport that is primsanly a receeational Bacality for
the wealthy, and a handfiel of jobs directly tied 10 iL

I whe city council is so commined 1o belding moderale
and low-mcome housing that they aee willing 1o severcly
damage our wetlands, why aren’t they willing 10 close (he
airpon? Why are they going arousd towa bad-mouthing
airport conversion, while they supposedly wait foe a repon
from the airport stady commission” Could it be that the airpon
has & busch of rich, powerful defenders, while the wetlands
are protecicd by only a few enviroamentalists?

Mayor Todd McFacron and the Tiberal majoriey on the city
council are i a bad fix. They have rogpected as politically

1%
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impossible 3 progrem that would have gooe a loag way
soiving Watsonvilk's housing criss: reat coatrol, @8 inclussonary
conversion. Proudly practicing the an of the possible, they are
mwhﬁlﬂmlwm-bwimmu
local real estate industry oo scaring off the big developers.

But the “art of the possible™ leads the liberals to a set of
p&mmuwlymrmmauw;
who used 1o control e city council, And @t Jeaves the
Watscanille housing crinsis sachanged: thowands living in
dangerously overcrowded conditions, most people paying
way 100 mech of their income for shelier, sad developers
coatimukng %0 uso up what listle land we have Jefl as they busid
houses mainly for the nch.

The fiedd trip went presty mwch as expected. The sbadents
broke im0 small groups and continoed their non-stop REPIng
as they trudged the dwee and a haif ewikes of wrail, with the
visitors’ center binoculars hangmg unused around deir nocks.
Now and then, something would catch the eyes of a few of
them. and there would be an intense moment when they were
distracted from (beir oan lives. Those few moments were the
point of the tnp.

Rafael sad Juss lagped behind wich Sarah and me, acto-
ally wsing their binoculars and tryimg 10 kieatify the birds; we
wamﬁnktimmhntnwblw.win;wnm
oot whether we were walching a Curlew or Godwit, Meaa-
while the others moved ahead

Later we tried 10 catch up with thems, as Sansh and | were
cmbarrassed about how lood they wese and over how far a
distance we coudd hear them. As the four of us hueried along.
ambmmwmmw.dhafn:twdoﬂ
of us had him in our binoculars.
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[ do not have words 1o describe the sight. The large bied
moved slowly, showing off his two-tone beauty: grayiwhite
from hés body out 1o the edge of his wings, trimmed neatly in
cold blue. He swooped effortiessly scross the water, his white
and black head folded back against his shoulders, his hoag
ocangelyellow kegs trailing behind. Choosing a spot, he siowed
the ever so gestle movement of his enormous wings, cxtended
his lovely loag neck cut from his body, and brought bis legs
forward with a majestic grace unknown 10 all but wild crea-
tures. He came 10 2 stop, making caly the slightest ripple in the
water, All in silence.

If development proceeds at its present pace, there will
come a day in the lifetime of my studeats when people will sot
eaderstand wivy this over was called the Pajaro Valley, May it
20 in the peblic record that some of the damage was done when
the good liberals, Todd, Oscar, Parr, and Lowell, held major-
ity control of the ety council.

(April, 1991)
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Autobiographical Note

Inthtlal 32 years, | have worked on eight “aliernative”
publications. The first was The Wooden Shov, four pages of
WMMWMMGMMIM(O
sel! for a nickle 10 Berkeley stodonts in 1962. The tith was
obwcure bilingwal joke: The word sabotage (we claxmed)
comes from the French weed “sabor,” meaming shoe, and
dates from the time whem Freach workors protesicd the
Industrial Revolution by takueg off their wooden shoes and
(hrowing them into the new machises that were ruining their
kives. Of ¢ourse nobody got the reference, and few were
werested in our pacticelar brand of political humor. The
Wooden Shoe chosod down afler Two ssecs,

Neut came Roor and Branck, also in the carly "60s m
Mem.nmdmlym-mmmm<u
by Robent Schecr, Ruth Markovitz, and Maurice Zeidlin), this
sorious “lintle magazine™ combuned reworked gradoate term
papers with incompechersable poctry and artsy photographs.
The title came from the rhetorical wont of 1T¢h-century
English radicals who promised to make oves socaty “root and
branch.” but | semember cne perspective buycr who thought
it was a gardeming magazine. As (bhe mam editors had their
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cyes on dagger things thas a little magaxine (Schoer went ca
to Ramparts, Playboy, and the Los Angeles Times, while most
of the others moved into academic careers), Root and Branch
wilied and deed afier two isvecs,

Next was STEPS, its title even worse than the previous
Iwo. This was another Bttle magazine, but now the year was
1967, and instead of being obscare freaks, we wore in the
center of & mass movement. STEPS was supposed to be tha
movement’s “theoretical jourmal.™ But the typesesier was
meedered in 2 bad drug deal, sad we folded up shop afler the
oblsgalony two issucs.

In the fall of 1968, Marvin Garson (of Wooden Shoe fame)
started the San Frascisco Express Times, 8 woekly tabloid that
tried 10 build beidpes between the political radicals of Berke-
ey aad the cultural rebels of San Francisco. This was 2
successful publication (1 wrote the sports column) with ex-
actly the right feel for the express times we were living
through, and it lasted a wonderful year sad a hall. But in the
summer of 1969, after the datitle of Peoplke™s Park, Marvin
announced that the Revolution had boen won, and now we
merely faced the problems of post-revolutionary reconstroc-
tion, which didn't particolarly imerest him. So be changed the
name of the paper 10 Good Times, sad dsappearcd. The Good
Times was had news, and soon folded.

My joumalistic endeavors resumed s 1972 in Salinas
with £1 Qbvero. No obscure tithes now, we weee strsightfon-
waed peoletanan revolutsomarncs. This monthly tabload lasted
Iwo seasons until our five member collective split in three
different directions, sad 1 landed — feet down — i the
freendly confines of Watsonville,

Next — it was mow 1980 — José Lopez, Joe Fahey, and |
started the TINJ Nosickero. We used this regular sized sews-
paper and a series of leaflets 10 build the local chapser of
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Teamsters for 2 Democratic Uniom. TDU did fairly well in
Watsoarville, and Joe is now president of Teamsters Local
912 But TDU as a local crganization collapsed during the
frozen food strike that it helped promote, and in Watsonville
TDU came %0 be nothing more than theee incomprehensible
Initials after Joe's nasme,

Then came £l Andar, where most of the articles i this
book were first published, aad 1 had a good nde for aboul two
years. ET Andar began as 3 collaboration between students
{mostly Mexican) from Cabeillo Collcpe and the Usiversaty of
California a1 Sasta Crez, and Watsoaville radicals, both
Mexscan and Anglo. But when identity politses finally reached
Watsoaville la the carly "90s, this joint effort was doomed.
The Watsonville radicals were forced cut/iefl the pager, one
by cac—I among thesn. Without a local connection, £ Andar
could not seevive in Watsoaville, and i moved to Santa Cruz,
where it has been tassformed into s almost exclusively

CQuerently, | am the joint editor — along with AV Coyle
and Jane Crowley — of Union Nodes, the newsletier of the
Watsoaville Adult Edocation Teachers™ Union. No more
mimeographs, we pul il owl on A compuler and a copy
machine. We have a circulation of 55, and we are damn good.

Ancther mass movement seecly les ahead.
(October, 1993)
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